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DePue: Today is Wednesday, March 14, 2012. My name is Mark DePue, the Director
of Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Librdryd m i n t he
library this afternoon with Lawrendgurtin. Good afternoon.

Curtin: Good afternoon.

DePue: | think that might be the last time we refer to you as Lawrence in the
interview. Is that going to be okay?

Curtin: That 6s fine.

DePue: Youbve been a |lifelong Larry, as | und

Curtin: Right. Right.

DePue: Well, the reason for the interview is kind of twofoldjot to youafteranother
gentleman that | had the chance to interview recommended that | talk to you,
becaus¢ ou are a Korean War veteran, and
Korean Warlt sGthe forgottenwagand | d6m trying to make
forgotten. But, as you Kk,justgrowinguwpu 6 ve go

on a small farm in lllinois in the Depression. | always love to hear those
stories, so welberadioftimé onghattoday 6§ pgod donodt
mind.
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Okay.
Tell us when and where you were born.
| was born April 5, 1926, in Taylorville, lllinois, in Christian County.

Were you born in the city of Taylorville?

Yes,i n Saint Vincentds Hospital in Tayl o

Where wag/our family living at the time?
Five and a half miles south of Kincaid.

Il have a map here. | doonorte ofkhesd.w i f
read something that it was tBear Creek Township?

Yes, and it was probably nearer to Palmer. Here is Kincaid, up here.
Kincaid and Palmer.

It was between Kincaid and Palmer. It was probably three miles from Palmer.
What was your family doing at that t&f

They were farmers.

Were they owners or were they renting?

They were renting.

Il know youbov e, sgveraloldeokinein tseifamilys wed?s
Well, | was the middle oné¢hree older and three younger.

Was your father &/orld War Iveteran, by chance?

No. He had one brother that was, but he was not.

Do you know how the family got to this part of lllinois?

He grew up just a half a mile from where my dad and mother were living,
where they were living when | was born. His father came over from Ireland in
1866 and settled in that area, in Christian County, and raised asgeaid

family. There were two girls andlbelieve seven boys. One of those boys

was in the service, but nerof the others werd@hey all farmed in their

younger years. One became a schoolteacher, but most of them were farmers.
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You know, the Irish that came over inthatevee | | , al most any
think that they went to the big cities, that theyrid urban jobsand they

settled in urban areas. 3Joow did your family end
arguably some of the best farmland in the world?

Well, he came from a farm family over in Ireland.

Did he come with some money in his pocket?

No, not that | ever heardy grandfather Curtin came over five years after a
brother of his had come over. But his brother did work in Washington, D.C.

for a year or two during the Civil War 6 m

not sure how th

[llinois. But, from there, they came directly to central lllinol$iey were both

farmers.

Did you have a sensgrowing up that your family was farming some very

good farmland?

Yes, we did especially after my family moved up by Blue Mourithey

moved up tkre because they bought 160 acres out of this section of land that
sold. It was one of the best sections, prohahltonington Township

anyhow. It was very wetiled and had fortyeightinch wovenwire fence all
around the section, with each 160 dedl off with fenceslt was a very good

farm.

Whenyousaya section of
much is that?

Six hundred and forty acres.
In other words, a square mile, basically.

Yes. And this farm s divided up into

four, quarter sections of 160 acres each. T
previous owner had been a wedldo
personwho put up concrete corner pgsts
every quarter mile andforty-eightinch

wire high fence, which is &all fence.

Your dad was still adirly young man then.
Was this 1928when he bought that farm?

Well, he bought it in 1926 and moved on it
in 1928 He was born in 1882.

S0 not so young.

Uh, no.My mother had grown up just five

|l and, for t hose

Lawrence and Mari e

parents, on their wedding day on April
12th, 1921.
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miles from that farmThatwas probaly the reason they bought in that area.
But this istwenty-seven miles from where they were living when | was born.
When | was a year and a half old is when &heyell, almost two years odl
when they moved up to this farm | just described.

Sounds likethen, you came along just about the same time that they bought
this land.

Yes.Yes, the same year. (both laugh)

Youdbve written a,ltAbSaked im BeanCreekan | of t hi
Autobiography When did you publish this? When didu write this?

Twenty-o-three.

Two thousand three.guess my curiosig In the book, you talked about the
prices of food and commoditiéingfairly good in the 1920s. | had always
thought that they were significantly dowfrom theWorld War | years. Even
these were fairly tough years for farmers.

Well, they always used 1910 to 1914 as the guideline for farm programs. That
was a time when the farmers made a good enough income to live on well. But
the 19206 they were still good inhie 1920s, until probably 1928 or nine.

Wedbre going to talk a | ot about what h
because it didndét stay thaéMwaess | gue
is, your father had been saving up moy&y he could buy hiswn farm

Yes. He had alreadyought forty acres down thersouth of KincaidYou
asked if they owned t he fhaownedfotyey | i ve
acres half a mile from thatthat was good land.

What was considered to be a gegized farm that a farm family could really
do well on?

A hundred and sixty acres, they could really do well on. Yeah.

Okay, so buying this new 1&icre farm that, from your explanation, was very
well-developeé It had already been tiled afighced very wellbut it

couldndét have been cheap. Do you know
know how much he was in debt?

It was in the $200 range that he paid
mortgage was, buat that timethey ha@ | was the fourth child in the family.

My dad was not a young man when he got married. In other wordlsn s ay i ng
that he had a chance to save up money beforetaayried, and then he

married. His wife, my mother, was from a fairly wedldo farm famiy also.

Between the two of them, they were ablsave very well
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DePue: What 6s your momdés name?

Curtin: Marie.

DePue: Marie?

Curtin: Um-hm.

DePue: Mar i e. What 6s her maiden name?
Curtin: Colbrook C-o-I-b-r-o-o-k.

DePue: Is that also Irish? It soundsitile English to me.

Curtin: No, itds Ger man.

DePue: German, okay. Well, there goes my guess.

Curtin: Her grandfather came over from Germany,awvigen he lived in Germany, his

name was Benedict Kaltenbadthen he changed it.
DePue: How would you spell thi® Maybe we can check that later.

Curtin: KaltenbachK-aI-t-e-n-b-a-c-h. He Anglicizedit to Colbroold Kaltenbach is
the same as Colbrodkand changed his first name to Benjan@njamin
KaltenbachColbrook.

DePue: Sa they moved on to this new farmin9 2 8 . | &m sure you don
muchabout that move.

Curtin: No. | dondt r e me,mkceptwha myyntom usedyo tellme.ut it
DePue: Andthenone year after that, when youodre ¢
Depression hits. Once we get intoth® 3 0 s | dondét need to

commodity prices, corn and wheat prices, plummeledre were #ot of

farm bankruptcies and things like that. Growing up in those years, did you
ever have the sense that your family was hoverigbt on the edge dfaving
to declare bankruptcy or losing the farm?

Curtin: No, |l didnoét .
DePue: Did you know any other farmers who did?
Curtin: Well, I knew one farmer who did, bthiat was even better ground than down

nearthe Palmer, Kincaid area. The farmers were ablenake better money
on that kind of land.
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Was your farm far enough east that you never really experienced the dry
spells that they hadarther west and the Dust Bowl conditions that they had
in places like Kansas and Nebraska and the Dakotas datddka?

That 6s right. We didnot experience t ha
Tel | me , how would you describe your p

Well, he was a nicéooking; | guess you would se¢handsome man. He was

not quite as tall as my mom wdsjt he had a nice personality, a good sense

of humor . 't wasnodt al ways-respeotedimus at
the communityafter he was there a few years and developed a good

reputation as a farmer.

Did he have some of the tra@§your typical Irishman?

No. No, youobre referring to ,étnteenadr i nki
while, but that was pretty rare. We never had whiskey around the house.

How about your mother?
And none of his brothers were inclinemlbe that way, to be alcoholics.

Do you knowmuchabout the family, his family, when they left Ireland? Had
they been farmers back in the old country?

Yes, and he had a sister that stayed baeke My grandfather had a sister

who stayedack thereuntil she diedMy great grandfather, | guess, lived

with her. But | do n éning okenatioyat threutiméhnmya b o u t
grandfather came over here

| 6ve been back over there. The only
locate, he waa pretty good farmewhen we went over there to Ireland., So
they all did pretty well, seems like.

This is pure speculationonmypgst obabl y what | shoul dn¢
know a lot of the Irishwho were coming over at that tiptead beenenant

farmers in Ireland. And whethe landwners converted from growing wheat,

because the wheat prices had droppedausé@merican wheat was flooding

into the English market, they converted over to more pasture or less intensive

things So,thelandevner s di dnét need nearly as mae
those tenants ended up coming to the United States.

No one in our family was directly affected by that, but they knew people that
were.
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Wel | , |l et 6s get i nt outwheeydswere hciudlly y o u
growing up, instead of putting you on the spot. Tell us a little bit about the
farm. Tell us a lot about the farm.

Well, it was 160 acres of good, black land, well drairiabrtly after they

moved up the@ I d o n 6 thichkyeaoitwadvwhe rentedalsq 80 acres

that was just a mile from that. Therefore, he had 240 acres, which was enough
that he needed a hired m&o, he had a hired maon that80 acres.

He always had a lot of livestocfjuite a few livestockH e wtaadig 6
cattle feeder, t he always raised hogs. Well, when | was growing up, we
milked the cowsuntil about 1940. We only milked five or six covet the
most. We had a few other cattle. Dad always raised quite a few hogs, like
twenty, thirty liters a gar.l know we always had a lot of hogs in the feeding
lot, where the hogs were kept. We had a big cattle barn on the farm. He had a
few commercial cowauntil 1938. We started getting in the registefedjus
business.

What does it mean to have anemerciad

Just cows, not registered, not purebreds. They were just cows that raised
calves. But he never had very many of those. | do remember he hagd sheep
also.

What was the cash crop?

The cash crop was carin thed 3,ahey stated growing soybeans. Of
course, he would have had wheat and oats.

What was the thing that was bringing money into the family? Was it the cattle
or the hogs?

It would have been the hogs and the chickens and the sheep and the dairy
cows, | guess, at that time, even though there were only five oBsixthe

corn and wheat and oats probably were the threewbsh they first bought
the farm.

Were they selling the grainsr were they feeding it to the livestock and using
it for yourown uses?

We were feeding some of it, but he had quite a bit to sell, too. The oats, we
fed,l 6m sur e.

Youbve seen a revolution in farming
of farm that you just talked about was the kind of fauarg single one of
your neighbors would hayéwould guess.

Yes, thatés right.

i n
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How much mechanization was on the farm in those early years 6f3® s

His first tractorwas& or dson tractor, Thafrath | dono
tracor | really remember was when he traded that one for a John Deere

tractor, in about 1938. My brotheLeo, says that he traded the old Fordson

tractor and a team of mulesd, of course, probably had to give some cash.

Well, | was just going to aske had livestock
Yeah.
Working draft animals on the farm?

Yeah, we had horses. We had four or five, the most | can remember, when |
was young. But yes, we cultivated corn with horses. Wednlremember
when they fpwed, plantedworked the ground, everyttyrwith the horses.

But, by 1938, when | was twelve years old, and | had two older
brothers, my closest older brother, he was a year and a half older than I, he
and | cultivated a lot of corn with twonerow cultivatorswith ateam of
horses on each cultivator. We worked a lot of days togetuktivated ten
acres a day.

Youbve got to forgive me for my ignor a
separate things, correct?

Yes. Plowing
was turning the
soil ove. | can
just barely
remember that.

Cultivating
wasnot neé
as heavy work? |

Cultivating was « Y
not heavy

work. You sat Inthe familys cr apbook, Larry wrote, Al was th
there and jUSt Bill was holding the reins (1930s).

guided the
cultivator to keep from cutting out corn. We did that until about 1940.

Was that to cut@wn on the weeds in the rows or what?
Yeah, to plow out the weeds between the rows of corn.

What do you do with weeds that are in between the cornstalks?



Lawrence Curtin

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

Well, in the summerafter you got all done cultivating and everything, then
there was a job for us bayte walk the cornfields with hoes and cut the weeds
t hat youbor éWVedidthat from the temb ibwas waistgh until it

was pollinating. Anytime we had extra time, our job was to go out and cut

weeds.

Yougotp ent vy

of

practice wal

king,

di dnot

Yes. You carried a jug of water with you. You had a jug of water at the end of

the row.

Tell us about the farmhouse. You did a wonderful job of describing that in the
book, but | wonder if you can kinaf lay that out for us.

Well, it was a twestory house in the typicéind of a prairie style, you know,
but not exactly Frank Lloyd Wright.was a large living room, a pretty gcod
sized dining room, goadized kitchen, on the first floor, and @&her room
thatMom andDadused for a bedroonpstairs, there were three bedrooms.

It was aweHb u i

It

house.

We

di dnot

It sounded like it was a pretty spacious house, a big house.

It was.

But then, how big was the family?

feel l i ke

Well, by 1935, there were seven kids. Like | said, | was the middle ope. So

we were always using all the rooms, exceptdhatn d

youod

be inter

thisd during a few of those Depression years, they closed off timg Ireom.
l'iving

We never

used

t he

room,

Was the farmhouse already there when they bought the land?

Yes.

How about some of the outbuildings?

just so

All the outbuildings were. There was a gggaa onecar garage, but it was

twice as long ag needed to be, because the shop was on the other end of the
garageThere was a goasdized henhouse for the laying hens. There was a
brooder house. There was a corn crib with sheds on each side of it for
machinery, and there was this huge cattle barn.

|l 6m goi ng

Okay.

t

(0]
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Had to take a quick break, but weodre ©b
farmhouse, but | think | missed an opportundygive you a chance to talk
about your momdés personality.

She was a very outgoing person and a good head on her shoulders. She was
the oldest in her familgnd the first one to learn to drive a earthe family.
(laughs)

You mentioned she as taller than your dad?

Just a little bit. She was kind of a husky lady. She always had trouble
controlling her weight, but she did a pretty good job.

She had an opportunity to work hard for her whole life, sounds like.

Yeah and &e did work hard, very hard. She was a good chadt a big
garden that she used everything out of.

That was another way we got through the Depression years, | guess,
because we had a big garden. Any ti me
was stuff todo, rows to hoeout in the garden.

Il would think youdd keep busy hoeing t
time.

Well, yeah, we had to keep the weeds out of both of those. The early years, we
didndt gr ow ayedhphere was alWays alenty to ddBfar the
boys, and the girls always had to help in the hpwgé the canning.

Mom did a lot of canningyet she still had time for her garden club
and bridge clubAbout twice a year, web6d come h
ladiess woul d be there playing bridge. She

Who had the biggest influence on yguowing up?

ltéd be hard to say who had the bigges
have had a little more influence. But they werehtebig influence.

Let 6s go back t o t aHokidithtbey lachtthetouse?he f ar

It was heated with a coal furnace in the basement. It always was coal, never
wood. But it did not have a blower on it to blow the heat up. ltdepended

on the heat rising into the center of the house, and then it was pretty cold on
the outside edges. (laughs)

My guess is the farmhouse had big wind
conditioning either.
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Yeah, right, it had big windowdNot really tall ceilings.

Coal, then, would
be one of the —
biggest expensesf =
the family would
have, | would
think.

Yes, it would be.

How about
indoor
plumbing?

No indoor
plumbing until
we got electricity

in 1939. The Curtin family farm, near Blue Mound where Larry grew up, 1958. (Patrons
desiring to use this photograph should contact the ALPL Audio-Visual Curator.)
Well, thereodos one

big difference from today, huh?
Yeah.

And i f you dondét have indoor plumbing,
gothogsand youdbvendoyogcaveél ot chickens,
this hard workhow do you keep yaself clean?

Well, in the corner of the kitchen, there was a kitchen, sith a pump there

that pulled water out of the cisterdo,t hat 6 s where you al way
during the weekEvery Saturday night, you got a bath. The kitchen range had

a reservoir on the end of it that held about five gallons of water, and they kept

that filled with water. On Saturday night, everybody got hatien we were

little.

Baths? Five gallons ofwattf hat doesndét sound | i ke a
family with seven kids.

Well, now wait a minute. Three kids could take a bath in one after the

other, in the same water. (both laughihd in the summertime, sometimes we

got our bath out in the yard, in a biggeb. But no, we had the ritual

Saturhy ni ght bath. And |ike | said, the

Five gallons is enough to wash in?

Oh, yeah. Well, we did that in the Army.

11
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DePue: So what was the pecking order for you? You were the, what, the third or the
fourth oldest?

I

Curtin: You know, I dondot r eme hat . | don
know.

DePue: You also talked about getting showers.

Curtin: Yeah. We had an awful way to get showers. Of ;
course, the oldest boy in the family is easily \ c'_.\

the most resourceful one. He had this idea, to
take & it was about a thregallon bucket
punchholes in the bottopputa pulley up on
the ceiling This was out in what we called the
washouse, or smokehouse.

A pulley, up on the ceilinghad a rope
that went through that pulley and tied it to the
bucke. Sq then you brought out hot water Larry at age 10, in 1936, while
from the house, or warm water from the house S timeg. - oo™
and you could get ready for your shower, and
then pour it fill that bucket with water, and then pull it up and hook it on a
nail, hook the end of the rope on a nail, od had about two minutes to take
a shower. (both laugh)

DePue: And you better be quick, huh?
Curtin: Yeah. You had to be well organized.
DePue: Where were you getting your haircuf3f2l Mom take care of that?
Curtin: Dad cut our hajruntil we were abotten years old, probably.
DePue: And after that?
Curtin: Then they took us to Stonington or Blue Mound. Those were the closest two
towns.
DePue: With atwo minutes hower , you dondt want to be s

cleaning your hair, do you?

Curtin: No. No, every Saturday night, | thifldom washed our hgionce a week.

DePue: When youbre out there takimg a shower,
Curtin: Concrete floorwith a drain.

DePue: Sot hat wasndét too bad t hen.

12
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No.

Again, itseemslka f ar c¢cry from what weobve
Yeah.

How about electricity? When did you get electricity?

August of 1939No, it would have been a little later, about October of 1939.
Theyset the polein August.

How big a difference id that make?

It made a lot of difference. | can still remember that evening that the lights
came on, because they had to wire up everything ahead othieneouse and
the barns. Of course, we always had chores to do after school. It was late in
the fall, | guess, becaugevas almost dark. All the wiring was done, and
about five o06c! oc,kndthevightswameen. doi ng

Now, you talk about a big event in your life. That was a big event.
There were switches that were already on, kow, and here they all lit up.
We t hought we had it made then. (Db
anymore. Of course, they had lights in the house.

What was the first appliance or two that the family got?

Probably an electric r&ml We had a radio before that, but it ran off of
batteries.

Did the family have an icebox before that?

Yes, and probably that was one of the first items that they gotataan
electric ironto iron clothes.Buy e s, we d buw cedanymbrea v e t

How about a washing machine figlom?

Yeah, and | thinkprobably within a few monthsshe got a washing machine,
too.

What was she doing to wash clothes before then?

Well, in the washhouse that | just talkeldout, where we took our showers,
she had a washing machine that ran off of a gas erngagag washerSo,

we had to carry the water out from the cook stavéhe house, carry it out
there on Monday morning, because Monday morning was always wash day.

But, before that Maytag with the gas engine mounted on it, they had a
washer that ran off of a gas engine that sat in a building next to the
washhouseTheyhad a belt that ran through thet@ run this washing

13
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machine she had. | vey well,dott | remembemiate r  t hat
gas engine. It was a ooglinder gas engine.

You mentioned when you got electricity, mayha electric radio would be
one of the first things you got. Did you have no radio before then?

Yeah, we had a radi®Ve had a console radio in the dining room. It ran off of
batteriesin the basement.

Did you get much of a chance to listen to the radio growing up?

I n the morning, whferrschookwedstehee tododiyt t i ng r
Joe from WLS irChicago.And in the evening, we alwagsWell, Mom and

Dadand most of us kidistened to Lum and Abnerremember they used to

listen to Lowell Thomaswith the news. There were probably other programs,

but we didndét spend aWelhadtstudie$to doiatme | i st
that time. We didndét spend a | ot of ¢t

How about newspapers? Did you have some newspapers?

Yeah, we always had a newspaper. There was always a newspaper there to
read when we got home froschoolOf cour se, wedd check
was the main thing we read. But we always had a newspaper in the house.

What was the newspaper?
Decatur Herald

And the other thing that we coud dnodot t
telephone. Did you have one of those?

My folks did not have a telephone during the early Depression years, until
about 1937 or eight, probably. But my
| first learned to talk on the telephone.

(laughg Was that a big occasipto get totalk on the phone?

That was a big occasi on,shyCouraryubgyhls) You
was just a new experience.

| was over there one day, and it was a custmuok then, you could
call the operatorsitting there at a switchboard in the nearest town. You could
call the operator to ask her what ti me
how to update their clocks, get them on the right time.

So she asked me to call the operatond get thetimetlé6s har d t o
describe what kind of a feeling | had then, | guessuld talk over that phone
to a live person in town. (laughs)
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
DePue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
DePue:

Curtin:

What, that seemed rather miraculous to you?

Wel | , | guess | was shy enoagtgher,t hat

but | asked her what time it weend she told me thanked herand | hung
up.

How old were yo@ Do you remember?

| was probably nine or ten years old. Bike | said, they always had a phone,
and we did not have a phone uidtiB @robably.

When you got a phone, l 6m assuming

Yes, and | remember that a little better as | got older, because we had at least

four people, probably six or eight people, on the party line. | remember my
mom talkingon the party line quite often. And they listened in sometimes.

They listened in? Other people listened in to your conversation?

Well, we listenedMy mom would listen inonce in a whilewhen she knew
whose ring it was. But no, we kids veesllways very selfonscious about that,

because we didndét want the neighbor
t hat

I f we wanted to call a girlfriend
conversation, we wenhtio townt o t h es offioe and caedrom in
there.

Was there one of the local goss¥iso would listen in on the phone?
They might.

Do you remember anybody in particular who was the one that you most
feared in that respect?

No, not really.
What was yar ring?
One |l ong, thr ee ?Ybucstlltemembdrthat.6t t hat

That does n dYioutakedapoutiinsy@ur bood( our father had a
pretty serious accidentith the horses, which illustrates a couple things. You
still hadhorses pretty late in this time period.

Yes. We had them until about 1940,
Tell me about the accident.
Well, at that time, when thesowedclover seed in the falthey used a

wooden box wagaqrwith a seeder in the back ibf The wooden box wagon
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was pulled by two horses. Ste was driving it, driving the wagon, and had

my brother Bill in the back, putting the clover seed in the seeder. The horses
got a little unruly, and he was trying to slow them do®ne of them kickd

the neck yoke off of the tongue, the long tongue that ran diovioetween the
horseslt fell on the ground. Thenhat kind of scared them

Dadwas havingroublecontrolling them Well, | guess they panicked.
The horses were getting more unruly, dmel tongue fell dowjranthe
ground. It hoisted the wagon pe length of the tongue, and threw my dad
out on the groundnd broke his back. Sbe lay in the hospital for six weeks
to recover from thatand thepnhad some recovery at home, too.

DePue: How old were the boys when that happened?
Curtin: Well, if it was in 193@ Is that what | put in there?
DePue: | think sq yeah.
Curtin: Yeah, it was the same year that we got electritiyould have been thirteen,
and Bill woul d h bewse thatevasnn tHe back oétleen. He 6 s

wagon. He jumped out. Dad told him to jump out and try to stop the horses
try to force them into a fencéle got out, but this happened before he could
force them into the fence.

DePue: Are these not your typicathoroughbred riding horses, but bigger draft
animals?
Curtin: Yeah, draft animals. Uhuh. | saw lots of things happen like that on the farm.

| remember a couple of other times when horses got spooked and got out of
control They would come running back to tfemstead.

DePue: What were the chores you had on the farm?

Curtin: Well, | was kind of the chicken mangluess, at my age.

DePue: Is that one of the thingkatthe age of the kid determines the job you have?
Curtin: Right. The oldest one was the fimne to start feeding cattle and milking

cows. Thenwhen the second one got old enough to do the same thing, he was
helping do it, and feed the hogs.

Then | was the third boy, so my job was helping my mom on the
chickens. Of course, she did less adl ttme, and | did moreSo,l was the one
that kept the laying house, where the hens were, kept that clean and gathered
eggs and took care of baby chickens in
job. I just liked doing it, because it wasa warm buitling.
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Again, having not grown up on a farm, | can omhagine, but | would think
the prestige jolvas working with the livestock, the big livestock, not with the
chickens.

You didndét worry about ,motwhentyougeee wh e n
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen. No, you just did what you were told to do, and you
did it. I mean, you didnodot say, nOh,

Tell me, then, for you personalyand we ol | get to going
soord but, did you have chores before school and chores after school?

Right.
What were they?

Well, you always had to help milk cows. That was the first thing you did in
the morning. But | always took care of the chickemisen | was old enough to
start doing it. Somebody took care oédang the hogs.

When you say you took care of the chickembat did you have to dm the
morning?

In the morning, you had to see that they had fresh water, plenty of feed. And
then the baby chic& that you started, why, there was always a lot of work to

do with those, because they were started in a house, a brooder house, that was
about twelve by twelve, that had a heater ity @u had to make sure the

feeders were full of feed and the watersevienl of water. Spyeah, we did

that before school

Then when | was in high school, if the baby pigs had to be taken care

ofd like vaccinated or castratédvhy,Dadhad t hat organi zed.

done before we went to scho@/e were late for school Bt of mornings.

Saoy o u 6 dhimhegeh gastrate pigkefore you went to school, huh?

y
I

t

Yeah, and then you di dsclobl(bothaldughl a s ho we
candét imagine that. We didnét kepow any

juniors in high school, we were aware of how clean we ought to be.

Well, I would think before that time, before you got to high school, you were
pretty much going to school with a bunchoft her far m ki ds, t

Yeah.In the country at the country school, yes.

Were the chores any differeimbming home at night?
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Curtin:
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Curtin:
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Curtin:
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Curtin;
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

No, except vaccinations were always done in the morning, it seemed like. But
at night, well , y qwhérdyouagbthomg fsomechicon g e
because you had to put those school cl@Hesep those cleaiif you could.

Did you have work clothes for the morning chores and then change into your
school clothes?

Right.
Okay.

Then in the evening, you changed back igtaur work clothes, but we always
had time to read the funny papers and to have a satiek schoolThen we
went out to start choreSo,basically the same chores in the evening then,
usually betwee’:00 and 6:00

Did the cows get milked twe&a day, then?
Yes.

How early were you getting up?
Probably6:00. Yeah.

Okay.

Then when we milked the covdsand that became my job ladeafter
somebody milked the cows and brought it in the house, to the basenteat of
house, we had a cream separator down thiara had to take care of all that
run the milk through a strainer and separator tis was part of your chores,
too.

Was there some manual labor involved with the cream separator?
Yeah, youhad to turn it by hand. We never had one with a motor on it.
Centrifugal force is pretty much going to do the separation for you? then
Yes.

Was there somebodayming to pick up the milk and the eggs every day?

Uh, no.Now, inthe early years, before | started helping much with the
milking, someone came and picked up the nilllatthen in those later years,
when we had the cream separatbey sold the cream in town on Saturday
night, and they took the eggs to the groceryestmd sold them.

Was yours a religious family?
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Yes, it was.

Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

We belonged to

t he

Sunday masandwent to Stdons of the Cross during Lent, even though we
lived five and a half miles from town.

Was your monborn and raised a Cathqligs well?

Yes.

Was that something that was pretty important to the family?

Yeah. We di

dndot think

It was never presented to you as a choice, huh?

No.

we had

Cat hol

a choice.

| wanted to spend a little bit of time about y@xperiences going to school
I 6m as s umi nmomtsthoothoused

Yes, a ongoom schoolhouse.

What was the name of the school?

Ireland Schoqldistrict seventyone.

a

one

Ireland School. Does that mean most of your neighbors were Irish?

Several of them were, yeah.

Well, describe the school for us.

It was just a typicaloneroom school building. And themwhen | was in the
seventh grade, that burnbwin. They built another oreoom school, but it
had cloakrooms in it and two rooms that would become a bathrebemever
we got electricity, and had a little library room inlitthad a full basement
under it. Soit was a nice buildingButit was onlyused for a few years
before they consolidated the country schools.

What 6s t he

Ggopamngi ¢ mc a

or eight grades in the same room?

Isickh® ol

wher e

Right. Seven grades, usuallyhe reason for seven is because $eventh and

eighth grades were alternated. One year, they would teach seventh grade. One

year, they would teach eighth grade.

You mean, you could get eighth grade one year, and then the next year you

can get seventh grade?

Right. Yeah.
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Ireland School, 1933, the rural school that the Curtin children attended. Several Curtins attended that year,
including (Ift-rt, second row) Bill, Larry and Leo. Larryods sister, Catherine,
down .The teacher, in the back row, was Mr. Cashin, a WW | vet. The small children in the front were
probably siblings of other students. (Patrons desiring to use this photograph should contact the ALPL
Audio-Visual Curator.)

DePue: (laughs) Thatés a simpodttandt ffledmnser, e |
time.

Curtin: By that time, it wasl think, by seventh and eighth grade, you could change
the subjects around.

DePue: Were there certain chores that the kidse expected to do at schpa$ well?

Curtin: We always carried in the coal. I think that was about the only thing we did.

DePue: What kind of education did you get?

Curtin: Well, just the basics. You learned as much as your te&dhelepended a lot

on what kind of a teacher you ha to how much you learned. | was
fortunate to have good teachfix] reading and writingPalmer method of

writing,ar i t hmet i c, geography and history,
DePue: What 6s Pal mer met hod of writing?
Curtin: | 6m sur pri sed vy o,sombvehereatigtthe ine.dhatdeaso f t h a

method of teaching writing to students, and well, all the papers that you had to
copy from, to copy the style of letter, you kndSemebody probably had a

patent on ithat they put that course togeth€hose are the materials that the
teacher used to teach the writing classes.

20



Lawrence Curtin Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Sot he style of the lTonghand writing 1is
Um-hmm.

Explain this one t o smdhesav®raoolnvaed got sev
youdve got , wisanething kdsgitirg inthesadasstogm, and
one teacher?

Yeah, fifteen, twenty.

How does that work? Does the teacher s
going to talk about math, andtkei ds i n first grade are
| Om ngyto visualize this. Did you do a
you an assignmenand you would do your work on your own?

Oh,yes] dondét know what t PFreballyshdsartedof t he
with the first grade. There might be two or three fgsiders, and they would

come up to a bench in the front of the room, near her. déske were

blackboards around thera&l across that wall. She would teach those what she
wanted to ¢ach in thetime she had allotted for the first grade, which would

be, like, fifteen or twenty minute$he rest of us would be working on

homework at our own desk, add

Quietly.

Yeah. And the older kids sat to the back of the room. Thager kids were

at the front of the room. She would call them up, class by class. While there

was a class up there, you werenod6t payi
had work to do at your desk.

It seems like an opportunity for a lot of hepday if you were the
rambunctious type.

Well, | always heard stories about the trouble teachers had with seventh and
eighthgraders that were maybe fourteen or fifteen years old and only came in
the wintertime. But we never readlyl d o n 6 ter anythinelikelihat

when | was in the onebom school. We always had a good teacher, and we
always had pretty good discipline.

Were you in the positignwhere you get a little older, then you start helping to
teach the younger kids?

No, you neverdid that that | recall.
Recess. Was there a scheduled recess vy

There was a scheduled recgaserning and afternoqriifteen minutes, | think,
was all it was. Noon, however, you had almost an hour.
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DePue: That 60s @stientAwsghootibell@ u

Curtin: Our school didnot have a bell. Mo st S (
believe ours had one.

DePue: Now, the classic story for your generation, the kids growing up in the farm, in
the country, is that you walked twoles in a blazing blizzadl

Curtin: Through two feet of snow.
DePue: Exactly.
Curtin: Yeah, my kids even kid mgoke about thabnce in a whi. But, no, we

never had to walk through the snowell, there was a family that lived across
the street, acrogke road from our hous&sually my folks and they took
turns taking us to school. Most of the time, we were taken to school in the
morning. We never walked to school. It was a mile and three quatiile
over a mile and a half.

DePue: Somebody drovgou to school?
Curtin: Yeah.It would be a mom, usually. Buh the evening, we walked home from
schoojJlonl'y on good days. We didndét have t
DePue: How far away was the family from school?
Curtin: A little over a mile and a hal
DePue: Saq that would have been a good healthy jog.
Curtin: Yeah. And it was, l'i ke 1 said, usual ly
DePue: One of the stories you tqlth the bookthat caught my attentiomas the
story about MrCashinand his Veterans yaobservances. Tell us about that.
Curtin: Well, my brotherBill, remembers it better than | do, because Géshindied
the year before | started school.
DePue: Oh.
Curtin: But, he was aVorld War Iveteran, and Bill always told the story about Mr.

Cashn taking all the students out in the schoolyard and having them face east
at11:0Q on the eleventh day of November, to observe the armisteaas a
World War Iveteranhimself, and that was important to him.

DePue: And it obviously was something thstiuck with your brotheras well.

Curtin: Yeah, it did.
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Do you have some stories like thiitings that happened in grade school that
stay with you?

Oh, boy. One of them was when | got my two front teeth knocked out in a

baseball gamelurigthenoon hour . (1l aughs) That wa
teacher. We played a gapoalled rounders n soft ball . We didn
enough kids to have two teams, see, so you played rouiithetsvasy o u 6 d

have three batters, and the rest of them pléngses and the outfield and

pitcher and catcher. Seach time someone struck out, or was put rouining

bases, why, then that person moved to the outfield, and everybody else moved

up one notch, so you got your turn being a catcher.

| was the catcherna the batter swung at a ball and missed it. Well,
hit it on the ground. It was a foul ball. | started to pick up the ball, and about
that time, he swung the bat to try to hit the ball back out to the pitéHern
he swung the bat back, it hit mymoa@m d br oke off t wo teet
they were brokenofat t he t i me. | dondt know i f
the teacher looked at my moutind she decided | could finish out the school
day.

It wasndét a bloody mess?

No. Well, thee might have been a little blood, and my mouth was numb, so |
didndét know whBat was agoiumy |l gnbroke bot
knowe Of course, you have to remetheber, we
teacher thought | could finish off the day

When | got home from school, my folks took me to the dentist in town
They were both broken off, and he had to pull them out. Pull the roots out.

You remember your momds reaction comin
teeth?

No, | dhdaogh . ( bot
What 6s a young kid do without two fron

Well, that dentist said, AWell, his mo
sixteen 0e Wdi dndét have much money t hen. He
hebds fi ft ee napastial. Sgliwent witkont my foont teeth until |

was graduated from grade school.

My grandma Col brook, my mo,ifthegr 6s mo
would let me do it, she would pay to have her dentist put in a pant&k a
partial for meSo,that s when | got my first parti a
the book, that thatdés why therebds no p
grade. (laughs)
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Il 6m t hi
years.

Your diet?
Yeah.

Oh, no. You could learn to eat apples and everything. No, it never changed my

nking thatos

got

t ,auringitleoseg e

Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

diet, because | could still chew. But it did create a problem in my high school
years that those front teeth would break off once in a whllevas eating an

your

appl e, an thkelkhénito theadenést tb lave them repaired! So d

have to go without my teeth for a day or two.

But all of that, | would think, gets expensivet@m e s ndot it ?

Yeah, but t hey dikdhed Buyinghhe pagi@wass much D
expensive.

Butonce you had the partial, wasnot it
No. | 6d usually have the teeth, and th
very seldom swallowed them. (both laugh)

Were you a little bitselt onsci ous, though, those yea
In high school, IwasBut,i n grade school, - dondt re
conscious about it.

Didnét slow you down any, huh?

|l dondt think so.

One thing we probably ought to mention here, you did talk about in the book

You gotaccelerated prettyeafwh en you went to the gr a
you?

Yes. That was when | was going into second grade. | think | had one other kid

going to ben the class with me, and then that family moved av@aythe

teacher talked to my folks and said she thought | could skip the second grade

and go into the third grad&o, | only spent seven years in grade school.

You were fine with that?

Yeah. Yeah.

Herebs something else | dondét think mo

understand there was a grade school graduation.

Yes.
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When you were done with eighth grade, basically?

Yes. We had a superintendent of sdepwho regulated and oversaw all the

grade schools in the county, and they had a county graduation in TayJorville

the countyseat Sa, | was the only one in my clagsy that time, again

graduated with a bunch of people | di
But, did they make a pretty big deal out of that?
| suppose they did, but it wadewndét | mp
in Taylorville, at what is their high schadlwell, it was their high school at
that time, tod in the gym. They had a graduation tbe whole county.
Were there some of the kids, a |lot of
that?
Not a lot. Most kids went on to high school at that time.
But the high school experienteas got t o be dedgofter ent |,
go farther, quite a bit farther, to go to high school, | would think.
Yeah, five and a half miles.
Where did you go to high school?
Stonington High School.
And how did you get there?
We had to furnish our owtnansportationSq the first year, my two brothers
and | rode a motorcycle a Jal of us on one motorcycle.
Three of you?
Yes. Then our dad bought a 1937 Ford. That would have been in the fall or
sometimen 6 3 @ 4sBhool yearlt wasa two-door, 6 3Fobrd and we drove it
back and forth to school.

But, we had to improvise some, because there were three of us, and
sometimes there were sports to stay for. We nevetdsaidy inafter school
for detention. That was our way of gettingstc hoo |l . Thaldgos how
intolast minuteor someti mes coul dnét gifeve t her e

had to vaccinate pigs.

| know the traditionat that time, you had these laégespecially farmershad
large families. You wanted to habeys, and the expectatiovasthat the
boys would inherit the land and stay in farmingntinue that tradition. Was
that the expectation in your family?
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Curtin:

No, we were never pushed to do this or that.

Apparently my folks thought my oldest brothshould go to college. |
remember they helped him get into U of he second boy was my brother
Bill. He was ready to quit. He had no desire to go to college. And ligethe
time | graduated from high scho&orld War Ilwas going on.

Thato6sle bit ahead of the story. Wedl|
wanted to ask you about the traditions in your fapidy Thanksgiving and

Christ mas. l 6m assumi ng ,imhybetFourthod se ar e
July, as welP

Yeah,Faer t h of July wasndét as Dblhasget@os Than
holidays, we usually went over to my n
house dmost always did. Sometimes she had them over to our house, | guess.

What was on the table?

About everything you could name that goes with Thanksgiving and
Christmas. We always had a big dinner. But, you know, it was all homemade
things turkey, stuffing, dressing, mashed potatoes, gravy, cranhedfidsat

stuff. Yeah, | thinkon both thos holidays, we usually went over there.

You hadndét mentioned turkeys. Were the
your farm?

We never had turkeys, but they had turkey dinners quite kkbiat
Thanksgiving. Yeah.

Let 6 s tsaolnke aobfoutthe ot her things,that p
shuckingcorn.

Yeah. | grew up when they were still haslaucking corn
What does that mean?

You hitch two horses to a wagon. You have the sideboards higher on the far
side, on one sideYou had a hook attached to a leather band that you put on
your hand, and that was how you pulled the shucks back and broke the ear off
from the shank, and threw it into the wagon.

When | was little, my dad never shucked much corn by hdadhired
a couple of guys that would come up from Mount Vernon, lllisoéa to
come up and shuck corn for him, and he paid th&nthat time, the going
rate was a penny and a half a bushikn it went to two cents, | remember.
But, they would go oytwhile my mom would cook breakfast for them, like
5:00in the morningDadwould do choreswhile they went on out to the field
and started shucking corn.
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As | got older, | remember my dad had us kigdp shuck some to get
fields opened upmafter we gothe corn pickers. Buts far as the hand
shucking, it was usually a couple of gugame up to do.ifTheyshucked one
load in the morning, which would be about sixty bushetsleat lunch, which
Mom fixed for them, and then get another load in the adften. It was usually
getting dark when they were unloading the second load. They stayed at our
house all the time they were there to shuck.

Does shucking include taking the husks off?
Yes.

Sa you had to grab the ear of corn, take Husks off and then toss it into the
wagon?

You grabbed the ear of corn, pulled the huskspadki | e 1t 6s still
and then break the ear ofut of the shuck. And thepitch it to the wagon

That 6s why t he bodrads swaree oHi g ther wamg otn
pitchitupthereand it éd hit that and fall i nto

That s a | ot to do in a couple of seco

Yeah, and it was kind of a game of skill back then, | gudssy had corn
husking contestsn the fall to see who could shuck the most bushels in an
hour or something like that.

But thatdés going out into the fields a
Right.
What happens, then, if 1tds been raini

Welbas | ong as it wasnotButtsonetimegitdidly, t he
rain hard enough and enough days that even these twowgwyshucked

would go back down to Mount Vernon for a few days, if it really rained and

the fields were muddy.

Do you remembebaling hay?

Oh, yes. Well, | remember the time before we gotidler We had about
four acres of alfalfanear the farmstead, and they would mavwiy dad
worked with two or three neighbgrsho always helped each other put up
hay. hey 6d put ,pitchitupmontheywadurand baul it to the
barn Then we started hiring somebody to come in and bal8atthat took a
lot of that work away.

Soeven in these years in the 19&0s, du
of new, modern techniques coming into farming, sounds like.
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
DeRue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue

Curtin:

Yeah, but not until the end of that, about the last couple years of that decade.

Oneof the things that surprised e there, you were talking about threshing
wheat.The thirg that surprised me, because this is prime cornlatet
soybeanlandt 6 s not |saiotbfwhdatotit. gr o w

Wel | | back t hen, al most al | the far
specialize like they do now.

What was done wit the wheat crop?

The wheat crop, they brought in and threshed it and took the wheat to town,
and used the straw for bedding for the cattle and hogs.

Soit wasnodét locally milled and used
No.

The oats, was that for the livestock?

mer

i n

Yeah. That was livestockfeed 6 m sur e t hey buswelpd some o

enough in the granaries to last a ydar feed.
Well, then, whatodos the experience o

Well, if you go back to the threshing dayou maybe have heard of the
McCormick reaper, which is a binder that cut the wheat and put it in little
bundles and kicked them out on the side, and, tivenfarmer had to come
along and stack those in a certain way.

Those are what they called the sheatiesn?

Well, the sheaves were the small bundésey stacked those into what they
calledshockslguessTher eés anot her name for t
But, anyhow, they stacked those, about tetweelve of those, in onghock It
always had two or three on top to shed the rain, if they got rain before they got
threshed.

They had threshingngsthen A fellow would own the threshing
machine and the steam engifke &ame around from farm to fiarand set
up at the farmstead, and thémey would load those bundles onto rack
wagons bring them up to the farmstead, and feed them into that machine,
which would thresh the grain out of it

The grain would go out into wagons, and the straw would jintua
straw pile or into a barn. Il 6m ol d
couple of times at our farm.
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DePue: But not old enougho have participated in it yourself?

Curtin: Well, | always saymy first dollar | earnedvas forhauling water to t&
threshersjugs of water. We had a buggy and a horse that was hriokeull
the buggySo, my job was to go up to the well and put cold water in those
jugs and
take it out
to the field
and make
the rounds
around all
the guys
out in the
field and up
to the
threshing
machine,
and give
everybody
a chance to
have a cold
drink of
water.

Larry on a friendo6s pony, 1937

Now, the first time | did that was at home, for my dad. One of the
neighbors was going to be threshing next, and he asked my dad if | could go
to his farm and do the santhing. Sol took my horse and buggy and
followed the rack wagons to the next faamd worked there that afternoon
and then the next dalle paid me two dollars for those two hdHdys. That
was my first dollar.

DePue: Did you know what you were going spend that money owhen you had it?
Curtin: No, |l dondét t hi nloneloft@m(hyghsand | di dnot
DePue: You also talked about getting in trouble., @rleast in your own mind, you

got in trouble.

Curtin: On one time around, thdya d n @-¢ mmtiaed t he jugs, and |
had been out very lon&o,l just filled them the rest of the way with water
without rinsing them out and puttirigesh water in them. The first guy that
took a drink out of that knew the difference, and they gage pretty good
scolding So, | went back to the pump at the house and made sure | rinsed
them all out, put cold water in them.

DePue: Sot he wat er wa,samdde knewdt,lhth? e nough

Curtin: Oh, he knew it. Yeah. . thought 1 6d ge
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Well, being a kidgrowing up in Illinois during those years, were you
involved with things like 44 and the county fairs and state fairs and all?

Very much. My oldest brother started irHwith sheepl think aboutthe next
year,Dadbought a steer for himAfter that, we always bought steedsgst a
couple years later, my dad bought a registénegus heifer for him. That was
1938 when he bought thaBo,he must have had the sheepi® 7

Sot hat 6 s when Angus Busires. Quefdrm has beenhne
the Angus business ever since then. My brother, youngest brother, maintains a
herd now. | got out of it about the 1970s. They just had their seteunith
anniversary salehe other dayThat farm has been in ti#engus businessrste
seventyfour years.

Talking about théAngus cattleand beforeyou were talking about the
commercial cow and the difference there. Obviously, | would fhire
difference is the hybrid animaihatt hey 6r e specially bred.

Well, wedodmt call t hem hbythheyiard speciallykred. t he ¢ o
Thereds a record of them, of their anc
true the fulkblood registered animal. That started us in mgus business,

and that 6s whwhdnlwas imnthesH, Buhwe still ket

showing steerghrough that time.

What was special about tBengus the quality of the beef, how quickly they
were raised or what?

The quality of the beef. | guess we got on to that right away. We we

fortunate in getting some good ones. My dad had been a Shorthorn breeder in
his younger years, but he sold them out.\@#ten we started up when we

were kids, why, he bougltngus. He boughkind of, one at a timgfor us to

show, and then, of courdially accumulated quite a few of them.

Was that a fun thing to do, to go to the local fairs and the state fair?

It was very much a fun thing in those
other fun things to dAAll my brothers and | did thiaas we were growing up.

But, yeah, it was a chance for you to get out and meet other people and have

fun and get off the farm.

And see the life that was on the fgiound, huh?

Yeah. (laughs) Yeah. But wwhilelednoét hav
were there. We didndét go to the carniwv

All right, no stories to talk about going to the carnival, then?

No, notreally.
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DePue: You talked before about having hogs, and it sounded like you had enough
hogs that you wersellingthem at the markeas well, but also had enough
hogs that you butchered your own hogs.

Curtin: Um-hmm.

DePue: Letds start with vyabouttheddgsin D89, 194, t he di
from what wedbve got today.

Curtin: Wel | , t h e yaStergrowmng rmw Butdagk then, they looked a lot
the samgback thenThe method of raising them was a lot different, because
we raised them in pens. You had more losses of little pigs, with sows laying
on the pigs. But they used to call théthe motgageliftero for farms,
because that was pretty good income. You put a lot of labor into them, taking
care of them from the time they were born until they were ready for market,
and feeding your own corn.

The hogs themselves wnosvercepdtom | ot d
sure the ones now are more feefficient.

DePue: | thought the hog today is a much leaner animal than youblaa#t in those
days.
Curtin: Yes.Well, yes  Headesthan they were back thgeah But we still sold
them aboutthe sam#&/es ol d t hem a | ittle heavier.

They were more lardy.
DePue: How old would the hogs be when they went to market?

Curtin: Oh, gosh. They werendét much over six n
pretty good hogs, and we took good aafréhem. They were ready for
market, | think, about six or seven months.

DePue: How long would it take the chickens to come to market?

Curtin: Well, the baby chicks, in three months, they were ready to sell as fryers. They
would weigh about three, threadha half pounds. You kept the hens for at
least a year. They started layjradpout six months old.

DePue: | assume a lot of those chickens ended up in the pot at home.
Curtin: Right, yeah.

DePue: Who got to do the plucking of the chicken

Curtin: Well, my mom always did that, but | helped her kill them lots of times.
DePue: How did you kill the chickendack then?
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Curtin: You really want to know? Okay. Well, if they were young enough, she could
take them by the head and wring their neck., Bstthey goblder, | chopped
their head off with an axe.

DePue: Hold them by the beak?

Curtin: Well, put their head down on a piece o
DePue: Okay.

Curtin: And then you hung them ouso the blood would drain out of them.

DePue: And hand it of to Mom, and let her do the pdking.

Curtin: Yeah, she was the one that always did thizink | helped some, probably.

DePue: l 6m hopi ng Yy o, insomea detajiyimat happenetiutite inog

butchering days. That was quite a ritual.

Curtin: Yes, it wasAnd this goes back to the thirties. Tineighborggot together to
do that. In our case, it was usually my uncle, and maybe one neigimadr
was only done ongeluring the winter.

So they would, like, getup a&:00i n t he mor neabgut They
threebig kettles and build a fire around them. Of course, we always had
plenty of junk wood around the pladeom fences being repaired and
everythingThey 6d buil d a fir e artodudn d atkhee akbeo
an hour to heat that watep to boiling.

They would have the hogs that they were going to butohiin the
barn About daylight, they would kill the first couple of hogsith a rifle, and
then drag them up to the center of the farmstead, where they would have these
kettles

They usually tried to have a vat. Sometimes it was kind of crude. It
was like a barrel, | guesat first, that they would put that hot, boiling water in
and dip the hog down in it and had it in there just the amount of time that it
would loosen up the ttles onit. If they pulleditoutand t hey coul dnaé
the bristles to come off witthewaterscr ape
again Then they would pull it out and put it on a tablEhey had these
scrapers that they woutdke all the brides off of the whole hoghenlay it
out on the table and start cutting it up.

Now, maybe | should tell you, when they shot the hog, they had to slit
his neckso he would bleed rightawdy. donét know whet her vy
knowthat

DePue: Hanging up&le down so the blood would drain out @?
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Curtin:

DeRue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:
Curtin:
DePue:

Curtin:

No, his heart kept pumping the blood out on the ground. But they never hung
him up until after they had cleaned the bristlesaifi got him clean and
hung him up then, so they could cut him open.

Sao somebody is cutting him open, taking all the innards out?
Right, yeah.

| know,wi t h some of the innards, at | east,
process ar enot they?

Yes, they save the large intestines, | guegsd. They save those to clean up
later. They spend a lot of time cleaning those up and scraping them out and
everything.Then they use those for stuffed sausage.

Sothent heyove got them hanging, and u
hogs. Just as an asid can remember waking up one mordngslept
upstair® and looking down there and seeing the burning fires and the kettles
and everything, and everybody was theeady to goAndi t wasndét dayl
yet. They got all four of them hung up by nod@hen they stopped for lunch
That way, the carcasses already had the insides out ofhadrithem cleaned
out. Then the carcasses would cool, ower the noon hour

In the afternoon, they cut them,upto hams and shoulders and hind
guartersThattook mos of the afternoonto do that and tstuff the sausage
andto grind the sausagand then stuff it and make lard, |1 guess. When they
cut, they trimmed fat off of the sides, a lot of the pieces, and those scraps went
into containers.

Then they heated thoseanother boiling water thing kettle That 6 s
how they got the lard. Theyplye init.No, not i n that. I 6 t
myself. Thatdés how they got the | ard.

hot water, then they were taken olihey wee strained and run through a lard
presgthat] would press the lard out of ivhile it was hot.

Then what was leftthen was later made into sqoayith lye, on
another day. By that time, it was dark again.

So it took all day and you used justbout every part of the pig.
Yes. Umhmm.
One t hi n gtakyabout isdowdheygot the hide off.

They didnoét .wWallktreey autht eff later, oh the adtdrrfoon, when
they were trimming the pieceghie hams anthe sides and everything. But no,
they only scraped off thieristles.
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DePue: Sogt hi s wouldndét have the same uses tha
Curtin: No. When they butchered a cow, they cut the hidet@dk it all off in one
piece.It would take half amour to do that.
DePue: Do you know what they did with the hide for the hog?
Curtin: We sold the hides.
DePue: For the hogs?
Curtin: No. The hogs?
DePue: Yeah.
Curtin: Well, that was the padf the fat that you cut off of those pieces.
DePue: Well, pats of this almost makes me hungligtening to it. What else went

into the sausageanyidea? Wrethere any spices that went into the sausage?

Curtin: | think everybody had their own formula for spices.
DePue: l 6m sure a | ot,tobdgnvdta|l t went i n there
Curtin: We | | , déring the latereears, when | was aware of what was going

on, they were buying those spices by then, | think, to put in the sausage.
Sometimes they might have had a little more of what they liked the best or
something. Thg were buying spices.

DePue: Several families would get together to do this, then?
Curtin: Yeah. Well, in our case, it was.
DePue: The day or two after the hogs were butchered, or the cattle were butchered,

werethere special things that ended up on tineer table?

Curtin: No. | suppose, but | donét remember th

DePue: Wel |l , youbve gaqaszgableenuantbgr oftidgkots df ¢attlk e n s
Soyoubve got ,dsovell’s of manur e

Curtin: Right.

DePue: What did you do with all that manure?

Curtin: You hadto pitch it on a rackWe called it a rack wagon, a hay wagon. We

never had a manure spreadettil sometime in the midorties, probablyor
early forties.You pitched it on the wagon with pitchforks, took it out to the
pasture, and pitchedatff with pitchforks.
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

In the pasture?

That 6s how yo,thag prse hdbwi ty.ouYegaoh rid of
You di dimthe corp arthe soybeahs

No, we used it for fertilizer on the corn and soybeanghe fields.

You said you took it out to the pasture.

To spread it on the pasture as fertilizer.

Okay.

Yeah.

Wel |, |l 6m thinking a pasture is not th
Well, the next year, the pasture mightdeerfield.

Okay. S@you were rotating crops as well?

Youor pwewdareg ht

Did Mom save some of the horse manure for her roses or anything like that?

Yes. She was a big one on growing gladio&setook them to the fair, even.
And, yeah, she saved some of that. (both laugh)

Wel | , | 6ve gone through quite a |litany
rememberthatwould especially be different from what our experience is of
farming today

| told you about the cultating, one row at a timecultivating ten acres in a

day. Of course, you could only work front00in the morning on thatntil

about 4: 30, because the hibengsombadmo ul dnd
stop andestthemattheend of thefield. That was one thingf hat 6 s why yo
had an hour off at noon, because the horses had to have their rest.

Yeah, webve been through the butche
chicken part. And then, as we boys got older, we were showing at the fairs
We also Bowed at thénternational ivestockExposition hada keefshow in
St. Louis, where we sold our club calves.

Well, webre talking about takkbhdoutthehe ani n
outhouse. How far away was that from the house?
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Curtin: It was down by the chicken houséou know why I think it was down there?

Becauseif Mom went down to go to the outhouse, why, if somebody drove

i n, she could get some eggs out of the
DePue: Well, thatds a nghingtdgdo. practical Ger ma
Curtin: Yeah. Buf yeah, it had to be movedimost every spring think it had to be

moved and had to dig a new hole and just move it over on the new hole and
cover up the old ondt was a tweholer.

DePue: Did you have windmil?

Curtin: Yes. We had a windmill and a bigoncrete water tank that wtesere when
Dadbought the farm. It held enough water to last fortwowgeks it di dnodt
rain, you know, but you tried to keep it full.

DePue: Did anybody back in those dayshink about the gality of the water or
whet her or not 1t was healthy to drink
concerned about today?

Curtin: Wel | , I canot remember t hat we di d, e X
compliments on our well water.

DePue: The taste of the war?

Curtin: The taste of the watgand it was always cold. But nin later years, we
maybe had it tested, but not in the early yedfs.had two wellsoneat the
house and one down in the cattle Jetgh mud all around it. And we even
drank that wate (both laugh) It was cold.

DePue: That was the importarnhing, it was cold®f all the changes that you saw in
the late thirties and early forties, what would you say was the biggest change,
the most important change?

Curtin: | think the biggest one veathe mechanizatigthere in the late thirties, when
we got a tractor that could cultivate corn. We had enoughtbemthatmy
oldest brother got to use the tract®ill and | still had to cultivate with
horses. Butthen we started baling the hay.

And then the combine might have been the biggest one of hdl.
tractorwas number one, | suppose. But when we got a combine, it &mated
threshing ring thing, and every farmer could harvest his own,gvaien he
wanted to harvest it.

My dad bought higirst combine in 839, | believe it was. Theit just
took a lot of the work out of it, out of harvesting. And théne tractors got
more versatile. We could cultivate more with them. We could httethem,
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harrow with them, a lot more acrefiskwith them. And that started
happening there in 1938,4 0

DePue: And these things are as much to do about modern innovations in technology,
but i1itds also a |l ot to do about i1 mprov
The farmers had a little bit more moneyoWd that be correct?

Curtin: Well, you could grow more crop$hen hybrid corn came in about that time,
in about 1937, and the yield started increasing. TWwergot the mechanical
corn pickers. The first one was about 19d0dcould harvest a lot more
bushels of corn in a dajnd then, of course, that speededp.

Well, during the war, it was hard to get machinery, but they were
making some ofitBut you coul dnotduringatmedvarly get a
think my dad was able to get one.

DePue: Whatyear did you start high school, then?
Curtin: Nineteen thirtynine.
DePue: Sa in 1939, were you paying attention atwaith what was going on in

Europe with what was going on in the world?

Curtin: Yeah, | remember reading about Poland falling.

DePue: That was September 6f3 9

Curtin: Yeah.

DePue: Did it occur to you this might have so
future?

Curtin: Not until December 7, 1941.

DePue: Tell us about that day.

Curtin: Well, | remember Decembseventh Wewere comingoack from a beef cattle

sale in St. Louis when we heard abouTte morning of December the

eighth, | can remember the guy who was custom harvesting ourHt®mas

getting a team of horses out of the barn, and | remember him talking about it

He saidfi Ye a h, it wonodét | ast very |l ong. We

But my oldest brother was in ROTGp at U of I. My second brother
and | were helping out on the farhl.graduated in June @f 4 Pguess. Sp
we knew things were different from Decembeventh onput we never had
anybody go into the service unbil4 Because there was a big push on for
farm production for the war effartVe worked long hours. We were all fully
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

employed, and our dad was kind ofsemi i ppl ed, you know.
drive a tractor long days.

So, we increased our acres of corn. | remember that. We only had a
two-row corn planter, and they cut the tongue off on it, put a clevis on it, put
the tractor, one of those small tractors, on it. One of us boys had to ride on the
two-row planterso thaf when you came to the end of the field, you could pull
it out of the ground. The guy on the tractor would turn it around, and then you
put the planter dowmhen you rode all the way through the fielle planted
the most acres of carliVe had 130 acres, | think, of corn oe l60 acres that
year. We would run tractors at night. Even when we were in high school, we
were running tractors at night.

Pretty powerful, profitable years for you?

Yeah, they turned out to b&he price of corn went up. Yields were pretty
good. Well, by those standards, it was good. If you had eigrgyor ninety
bushes$ corn that was good.ivestock meat was in demand, and you could
get gas rationingYou had a better supply of gé®cause gu were a farmer
but we never took advantage of that. We had to have ration stamps, too.

You say you didndét take advantage of
Well, no, of abusing the rationing privilege.

Okay.

Yeah.

But farmers gba lot more of a ration simplypecause they needed to have it.

We had to go through ampplication process of some kind, and we got,

i nstead of an AAO0O st i ck edwhichhgave yomo st

a certain number of gallodswe hadd@ Bo st i cker , I think,
outinthecountylmd our tractors had to have
being a big problem. Mynomprobably had a bigger problem gettisggar

and stuff for her canning.

It was gas you were needing,trbesel fuel?
Right.

Do you remember anything like metal driyéike aluminum or rubber drives?
You guys would have been using a lot of rubber on the farm.

No. Well, by that time, our tractsranonrubber tires. Well, | remembe
scrap paper driveand we sold scrap irolVe had scrap iron drives in the
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FFA at schoqgltheFuture Farmers of America chapter, which wasfalirAg
instruction.

No, everybody was working for the war effortthdnh er e wer en o6t
very many cheatersot on the farm, especially. Everything was for the war
effort. We had a fortyive mile-an-hour speed limit. You know, everyone
obeyed that. We shared rides a lot meven my dadl remember the
neighbor across the road would stop in to see if he wanigal it@o townfor
anything. Theydd go in together.

DePue: The family still had that motorcycle?
Curtin: No, they wrecked one of them. | never got into that motorcycle ridnygelf.

One brother wrecked one. | thionk they
DePue: Il would i magine, Mbmp st Hatv otrii mee, tihti n\yasn
Curtin: No. (both laugh)
DePue: Do you remember what you had to have food coupons for? Sugar is one thing

you mentioned. You guy® wouldndét need
Curtin: No. No.
DePue: Well, how about something like coffee?
Curtin: Il t hink .yweabmymompriogbhabl y di dndét have to

but that sugar was the one that | know she really wrestled with, with the
canning, you know.

L.F. and Marie Curtin family picture, 1943. Front row: Paul, Dorothy, Dad, Mom and John. Back row:
Leo, Larry, Bill, and Catherine. (Patrons desiring to use this photograph should contact the ALPL
Audio-Visual Curator.)
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Well, you guys were kepiretty busy, but did you have opportunitiesace in
a while to head to town to watch the Saturday evening movies or the matinees
or things like that?

Yes. Saturday night was a biBgacktoi ght f o
selling the eggs, lemember them, her amhd talking on Saturday night

about what the eggs would bring and what she needed t&hdy

remember her sapoungd Biag ne dtdvadgoingi ft g ni
to take more of the egg money for that. But t{ve@ wen to town with them

on Saturday nghwhen t hey went in shopping. |
Saturday night that we went, but | 6m s

But | was in high school theduring those war years, and Saturday
night was a bigger thing for pahen we wereable to be out on our owhdo
remembertheyhad free movie$ there were othelowns besides ours that
had thad that they would show on theck wallofastoreyou 6d sit out
there on benches or buckets or whatever you couldtgetatch these
Saturdg night movies. They were fre€hat was a big thing during/orld
War Il

Do you remember any of the movies you saw?
Well, it was usually like Tom Mix or something like that.

Did they have newsreels? Were you hearing abbat was gmg on in the
war?

Yeah Of course, | remember the newsreels better when | got into junior and
senior year, you know, and going to the theater. They always had a newsreel
and a cartoon and then the feature.

Did you have any personal inter@sthe military at that time, thinking that
might be something y@uevant to door that you needed to do?

No, | . Bdt,img brodher that was a year and a half older than | ivas
bothered him that he had a lot of buddies that were in theseHe told my
dad he wanted to give up his deferment tolmdagreed he could go. But |
was sent up in 1944, probably, for a physical, sent to Chicago. They were
trying to see who all was available aatlthat time, they discovered | had a
hernia, sdhat guaranteed nfarmdeferment.

The teethwren 6t a problem, though, for you?
No. No, they would have taken me without teeth. (both laugh)

They needegbeople at that time, huh?
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Yeah. But my brother went in as soon as weésted in thefall in October, |
guessfinished harvesting the corn. He notified the draft board that he was
available. He had to appear before the draft board. This was typical of how
things happened then

There were three guys on the draft board,@mel of thempDadknew
real well . He asked Bill, he said, A Do

said AYeah, and he said itdés all right.
week. o0 (both | augh)

And Bill knew that i f ndhoataboatg. | yi ng abo

Yeah.He was determinedHe wanted to goSo,that was probably October
November of#4.

Your motherds family had been in the ¢
assuming she was 1%0German?

No. No, her granchotheé Le t 6 sherm@ter was Irish. Her father
wae We ] I |l et 6s see.

Youdbre taking out some notes here.

Yeah. Her grandfather was Benedi@ltenbach that came from Germany in
1842.

Oh, even before the Civil War.

Yes. TrenMomdés mot her was born in |Ireland.
that was born in IrelandBut there was a Germdrish connection there.

Sot hat kind of makes my questidd® moot .
years by that time.

Yeah | told you the year he came. He was born in 1826 in Germany and came
to U.S. in 1842. And therin 1870, he bought the 160 acres tkiaim grew up
on.

Letdébs talk about your high school year
little bit alread/, but did you and your brothers get involved in some of the
extracurricular activities?

Yeah, we were. We were in playnd they had dances once in a while. Bill

played football his senior year. Leo was in track. | was in tnarkthe mile

andthe halfmi | e. And we went to basketball ¢
have very much of an interest in basketlstlthat time And there were other

things went on.
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DePue:
Curtin:
DePue:
Curtin:
DePue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
DePue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

This was in Stonington?

Yes.

Five miles away, you said.

Yes.

How big was Stonington #éhe time?
About twelve hundred.

Were there just as many farm kids going to Stonington high school as there
werecity kids?

Yes, | believdftyitod be about fifty
Sao how many were in yourigh school class?
About thirty-two.

Well, this doesndét have ,arwtthilnogm tcaird o
Stonington still has a high school.

No, t hey don o0 tannexbdud TaylofvideyThey still ipeedhe K
[kindergartenthrough five.

Did youhaveanyjoh®t her t han wor king obhyou he f a
very busy.

Well, I never worked away from home. Bill shucked corn, but | never did that.
By high school age, | was bucking bales, but
not for other people. It was alwaiysthe

family.

What did you think you wanted to do then, as
youdre going t @ 4d@rhatd
right?

May of6 4 3ah. vy

Sa this is in the height oiVorld War 1l. What
did you thinkyou wanted to do with your life
at that point?

| was happy farming. | really thought that wa
what | wanted to dd.never felt any desire to

Larry Curtinb6s Stoni
go t 0 colle ge, _a nd 1 graduation picture, 1943. (Patrons n
opportunity to go to collegat that time. desiring to use this photograph should

contact the ALPL Audio-Visual Curator.)
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When the war ended, I stlidd n6t have a desire to go
farmingthat well.

DePue: Sa you were more than happy to go back and work on the family farm?
Curtin: Yes.
DePue: Was there some understanding that you had with your dad about what would

happen with the farpafter he was ready to hand it over?

Curtin: No, there was never any discussion about thatas a family operation, and
we just did what we needed to do. | never remember hearing a conversation
between him and my mom about that.

DePue: Sol 6 m a g, shenpfollowing graduation, you just went back, and now
you can work fulltime on the farm.

Curtin: Well, I was almost working fulltime before. (both laugh) Byds two years
latee Maybe you arendé6t at that point yet.

DePue: Go ahead.

Curtin: In 1946, vhich would have been three years after | graduated, | kept thinking |
wanted to be a Catholic priest. There were a lot of things going on at that time.
| mean, as far as what different ones in my family were doing, but | had that
ki nd of ur gow wketha | wanted to da it orknot or whether it
was my thing. Sl talked to a Catholic priest, the local omée had me talk
to another one. Finally, after a few n
it, and you c alhweratd theasgminary fer ane semesterSno
January ob 4 [rthink.

DePue: That 6s whatodés in the book.

Curtin: Okay, goodl t o o k wath of woakrin®ie semestgéreek and German
and Latin and history and some other thjigs d on 6t Wheolwameh at .
homethat summerduring the summet deci ded | woul dnoét ¢

was a fulltime farmer after that.

DePue: Sq a couple guestions that are kind of implicit in that discussitiat led you
to make the decisigthat made you think you wanted to be ggtrin the first
place? Was there a specifibment or an event?

Curtin: No, | 6d had a good Catholic upbringing
wondered whet her that was what | shoul
disappointed with the farnfl] aways liked the farm. Sdhere was something
pulling me there.

DePue: But kind of hard to put your finger on it now?
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Curtin: Yeah.Um-hmm.

DePue: How about on the reverse siddhate d you t o the decision
for me after all?

Curtin: Il just decided, just during the course
me, that | was studying for. I had a c
what | did.

DePue: Well, one thing we havenot t aduked much

to high school dances and those kinds of things?
Curtin: Yes, | did.

DePue: Were you one of those guys that just d
when you were inviting a girl out?

Curtin: Yeah, vy etadte alot durthg ldgh €chodlhad girlfriends some that
lreallylikedbbut |1 wasndét a party guy. After |
started datingome other girlsOh, | had a couple of special girishen |
went into the service, but. didndt marr

DePue: Let 6s go b awarld¥War ll, thdneJuseancdupl®duestions there.

You were already out of high school, back on the farm. Do you remember V
E Day in Europe, for exam?e

Curtin: Yes. Iremember VJ Day better, because we watghe ounty fair that
week. | was there showing cattle. They ldmkertent had a band in it. |
remember the band playing all night long. It was that big of a deal.

DePue: That would have been when?

Curtin: August of 1945when Japan surrendered.

DePue: Whent hey sai d, i Ok a ythe dotmal Surrendédhatwao f i t
September second.

Curtin: Yeah, probably.

DePue: Yeah, | & Day svas @ enucVbigger day titae formal celebration.

Well, just a fewdays before WJ Day,the U.S.decided to drp the atomic
bomh first on Hiroshima and thesn Nagasaki. Do you remember hearing

that news?
Curtin: Yes.
DePue: What did you think about that? | mean,

atomic bomb, | would think.
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Yeah.Y e a h, I dkonnebmt atnhyitnhki nlg about it bef o
about it? Japan wasnoOdt going to give
something, if we had,itve should use it. They were preparing their people to

defend their homeland. We were losing thousands yg ga our side. My

brother was over in EuropBoth brothers were in Europe, hbheone that

was an infantryman, t her e andtatteFar chance
EastalsoEver yone was, at that ti me,, i f t ha
t h awthal we need to do.

How about hearing the news about what the Nazis were doing in Ethepe
concentration camps against the Jews and all the others that théy were

Yeah You know, that took a while to soak mow bad that was. You knosv

lot more about it now than we knew in the first few weeler they found
those. Well, nobody liked Hitler. His troops were killing our troops. If the guy
was shooting at you, he was your enemy.

Pretty blackandwhite worldtherf
Right. Right.

Once you got past the process of going through the seréin&ligs thata
Franciscan seminary?

Yes.

Did you have your mingretty wellmade upthat 6 m going to be a
the rest of my life?

Yeah and | never ewvegave any consideration to going to college.

But there were kids at that age who were going to college and pursuing
degrees that were related to agriculture.

Oh, yeah. My brother came back and continued on gh | mean, my
oldest brothedidd andgraduated from U of I.

Well, maybe this is a good place to finish off today, with this question, then.

June 25,19500 udr e pretty well settled into
about the news that Nort htkndwifyeua 1 nv ade
heard about it that day or not, but do you remember that?

Yes Yeah.
Did you think at that time, ooh, this might have an impact on me?

Wel | |, not that day, probabl vy, but 1t w
speedingup the draft, and | knew | was eligible.
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:
Curtin:
DePue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:
Curtin:
DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Wel | , |l et 6s take It through December o
you?
That 6s when | wa sondecanibéreighitsevertttar t he Ar n
eighth.

The book said the eighth.

Eighth. Yeah, thatods right.
Interesting, sé

That 6s right .

Six yearswell, December 7, 1941 a day that lives in infangy and nine
years and one day lager

Yeah, thatoés right.
An important day for you personally.

Yeah. And by that time, | thought, well, my other two brothers had served

their time, and it was my timé&o,| just was ready to go, although it was
really a hardship on my dad at the tilBaitt her e wasndét any cho
mean, they drafted me.

How many acres was the family farming at that time?
| think he had480 acres at that time.
Sa this is not your 16@cre farm anymore.

No, unhuh. We had a hired man. He always had a hired man when | was in
service, | guess.

Wel | , |l 6m sure youdbre working very har
had a chance to pay much attention to what was going on in the war in Korea

during those months betwednune of 1950 and December,
drafted.

Yeah,lwasbt really following it that cl| os:¢e

Well, let me just kind of lay it out very quickly hete kind of sethe stage

for next time.North Korea invades the South, June twelfiftiz, as we

mentioned. It very, very quickly ur ned bad for the South
pushed back. Truman makes the decision
gets the U.N. to declare war agaihsh e m. It wasndét war. Th
declaration of war.
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

AWe wil |l nod d rethisgdikbdhat. st and

Yeah. A decision to send the United States in tharely survived théusan
PerimeterT h aih duly and August and early September. Inchon was in
Septemberinchon Landings, which is the port city for Sedtihen they drive

theNorth Koreans all the way uplose to the border with China and the Yalu
RiverMaybe about a week and a half, two
Chinese come in. Hundreds of thousands of Chinese come in

So,by the time youordentodneaffthélegdest t hi s
military dsasters in American story, going on in North Koreat the time.
Both sides of the peninsula, the Chinese are driving the Americans out. They
have theChosin Reservoion the east side, where the Marines in the Savent
Division barelygetoutOn t he west si de.ThekEighths a com
Army is completely routed and pushed all the way back down sd@aoul.
Now, theyodre in thegvhpernmoyeousdBughowmavitreg
much of that did you knowbaut?

|l really didndét follow that much. | ju

Sometimes parents have stronger opinions about these things. Do you
remember what your mom thought, for example?

No, you know, they never samduch to mel 6 m Momwas glad to have
two sons back home, alive. She wdmbugh all that, she aridaddid. But, as
far as me going, why, then, we never even talked about it much.

Did you have a steady girlfriend at the time?

Not one.l was dating. Well, they were close to being steady. There were two
of them.

Youdr e a pr,pgoung guy dt thentidns. (botlelaugh)

Yeah. | had kind of a fatalistic attitude, | guess, aboutthingd f s omet hi ngc
goi ng t o ghirgpoha&penSo,that bak me through basic, you
know, without a lot of problems.

But | just say thiswhenl went overseas, | kind of broke off
relationshis. The | etter writing kind of fade
would happen over thera,n d | wathtiadteadytgirlfriend back here
something happened to me.

Well, webve got quit eWeadgdegto startavitht al k a b
the day after youdbre drafted, then t he
Okay.
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DePue: |l tdéds been a | ot of fun. Thank you for
and learn a lot more about farmjrgack in those days.

Curtin: Welbt hank you for your interest. | didn
but itdéos been fun reliving it.

DePue: I 6 m s u rwall epjoy bstening to it. Thank you, Larry.

Curtin: Okay.

(end of interview#1)

Interview with Lawrence Curtin

# VRK-A-L-2012009.02
Interview # 2: April 9, 2012
DePue: Mark DePue

COPYRIGHT

The following material can be used for ducational and other nonrcommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repsitories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from theAudio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Reader®f the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lncoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Monday, April 9, 2012. My name is Mark DePue, the director of oral
historyd t he Abraham Lincoln Presidential
the library with Larry Curtin. Good afternoon, Larry.

Curtin: Good afternoon, Mark.

DePue: This is our second session. We spent the first session talking about you
growing up on the farrand what it was like on the farm, during the late
Depression years and into World War Il and beyond that timeframe. That was
very interesting, and that certainly was justification enough for talking to you.
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But | definitely wanted to hear about your expades in the Korean

War, because theydére a |ittle bit diff

necessarily, as painful as some peopl e

public decide that. We finished off last time with just getting draftedwby

dondt you start with that, and then ta
Curtin: Well, | was ordered to report to the train station in Taylorville, 1llinois for

induction, on December 8, 1950. | was supposed to be there at 4:00 in the
morning, butthere was a very large snowstorm that night and morning, and
the train did not get there until about 8:00. We got on the train. There were
about twelve or fifteen from our Christian County that were going at the same
time. We got on the train. We went$b. Louis. We deboarded there. We

were taken to some federal building and sworn in. Then we were put back on
a bus and went to Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri, and got in there that evening.
That began my basic training. Of course, we were processed fordaysw

They gave us aptitude tests and other kinds of tests and shots. So then, | was
assigned to a barracks. It was called the 68th AAA Tank Battalion, | believe.
But anyhow, we were a training company. There were four barracks, or
companies, in that batian.

DePue: AAA, Anti-Aircraft Artillery?

Several basic training buddies gather for a picture. LiR:un k n owni,t efiy\8h Li ewi nski ,
Spears, Metzger and Schuerer.

Curtin: Anti-Aircraft, but that was just in name only. We were all being trained for the
infantry.
DePue: Do you remember them telling you anything aldoybu took that aptitude

tes® what you had a gooaptitude for?
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Curtin: No. We answered all the g st
of f t gquestions. | dono know
(laughs at didndét make any ffere

infantryman.

DePue: Wel | | t hat 6s because, in December 195
needed.

Curtin: Yes, right.
DePue: How much did you know about what was going on in Korea at the time?

Curtin: You know, we didndét know aneedédo!l e | ot .
bodies. Wedd read in the papers about
believe, they were up to the Yalu Riv
t hat 6s about al/l I knew about it. I k

We had about thirteeweeks, | think, of training like that, where we
marched, you know, learned all the basic Army routine and marched out to
firing ranges, pretty long walks, or hikes, lots of mornings. It was all
wintertime, and it was a very cold winter. Reveille caméyesand got you out
there, before you had breakfast, lined you up and made sure everybody was
out . By daylight, wedd be hiking out
mundane, infantry training that everybody had to do the same thing. Do it, not
complain.

DePue: Is that how you described it when you wrote home, that, oh, this is just
mundane training?

Curtin: Wel |, | didndét call it mundane. 't wa
brothers that knew for sure. They had been in the service before nmg duri
World War Il. But it was a hard winter. It was cold, and really, basic training
is very tough.

DePue: Do you remember any of your drill sergeants?

Curtin: No. They were so short on help then t
acting sergeant was a n@vductee, just like we were. He was from the same
county | was from, but they made him acting sergeant. Our lieutenant was an
Army regular, who was our company commander. He was a lieutenant. But a
lot of our training was done by pretty inexperienced ngcsergeants.

DePue: There werenot some World War |1 Crust

Curtin: Onl yéeoOh, well, yeah, we did have one
know him personally, but he wad a
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Wel | , | dondt ttdhgetrtdkknow dim persenally at popto s e d
camp.
No. In fact, you didnoét want to get to

of him, the better. (both laugh)

Part of my curiosityél odm always intere
stories, btiyou were going through basic training at a time when the United

States Army was having one of its most serious, if not its most serious, defeats

ever. | mean, maybe the early days in the Philippines could compare, but you

had the entire Eighth Army ondlwest side, and Tenth Corps on the east side

of the Korean Peninsula.

Like you said, they got all the way up to Yalu River. And then, right
after Thanksgiving, the bottom drops out. The Chinese come in, in hundreds
of thousands, and it is just ugly, wbas happening to the Uni
at the time. So, thatodés my interest, t
and what they were telling you officially about what was going on.

You know, they werenodot realweg diedddtng
have time to watch it. We didndét get n
what was going on, but their emphasis was on training us to be soldiers.

But | do remember, now that you mention that, that we had several
fellows who had been in World W# and were discharged. They were in the
inactive reserves, and they were called back in. They were in charge of a lot of
our classroom work that we had. We just did our thing. | mean, basic training
i's so demanding t hat yroraingjuntisigh. |l t 6s al |

|l do remember that web6éd have a cl as
hourlong session, where they would tell us about current events. That was to
keepusugo-d at e, | guess. I dondt remember
| do remembethat that instructor was one of those who was called back into
service. He had been out and was called back. Otherwise, it was just rough
training. It was all training.

Did you have an opportunity to perform KP [Kitchen Police]?

Oh, yes, gite a few times. That started about 5:00 in the morning. That was

not a pleasant experience. | 6d rat her
KP. You get a |l ot of that. I n fact, th
base on the weekend, ifyoudidh have t o, because youobc
KP then. But | had my share of KP during basic. Then, after that, when |

didndét have to do KP, | thought | was

Was growing up on the farm, being a farm kid, knowing how to do chores and
tha kind of hard work, was that helpful going through basic?
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Il think it was, yes. It was noticeable

farm had a harder time adapting to basic training.

Thinking back on it now and knowing what was goimgio Korea at the time,
do you think that the Army was trying to kind of play down what was
happening to it in Korea?

| never felt like that. | think they were just so determined to get us trained
right and get us over there.

Did the fact hat there was a shooting war going on help focus your attention?

Well, yeah, when we were on bivouac, why, | tried to learn all the evasive
tactics and things.

Larry Curtin and his unit are ready to go on a speed march during the 9th week of basic training at Ft.
Leonard Wood, Missouri in early 1951. They carried horseshoe rolls on their shoulders.

Did you feel like they did a good job of teaching you basic infeskills?
Yes, | think so.

Not that youbre going to have too
later on, what was your folloven schooling?

Follow-up schooling?

After you got done with basic.
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Yeah. Thagtodts twhegmo It o | eadership schoo
story about that. My squad leader was a fellow from Chicago who came into
my barracks one night, about, oh, the eighth or ninth week of training, and he
sai d, ACurtin, thewdRadhing o hadoli Dt at

dondt want to go to school, so | just
|l thought, well, thatos all right.
school . He went overseas, and he died

waswith, but | heard that he got killed over there. His name is on the
monument, the war memorial, Korean War Memorial, out here at the Oak
Ridge Cemetery.

That 6s the first experience of the fat

Yes. You mentioned KP. That wa$an | found out how nice it was not to
have to be on KP, when we got into | ea
something like that.

When you say leadership school, what kind of leadership role are we talking
about there?

Well, we had clases every day, five days a week, and they were on leadership
skills, handling troops. We didnot act
practically all classwork.

But I 6m assuming this isndét fo+r office
Commissioned Officer]?

Yeah, the potential for being an NCO.

Does t hat me a n

| donot think so.
for, we were only in leadership school,
in classwork, for ae month. Then, the

Fort Leonard Wood, and we helped
train new troops.
probably tested the most, on what we
could do.

we wer €

Did you go through basic andistother

training as an integrated unit? private Larry Curtin

6Leadershiop School 6 i
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:
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Yes, until | was sent out, on the second month of leadership school. Then |

was assigned to andilack company, or battalién

Platoon?

Pl at oon. Pl at oon. T h-stdrydesrackshthat wasoar d |

platoon, wasno6t it?
There would probably be about twenty to thirty people on a floor?
Yes. Oh, at least. There may have been fifty people on the floor.

It might have been a company barrack then.

Okay. Becase there were two floors. | was given a room to live in, up there. |
was to help a sergeant with the training of that platoon. We marched out. |
was in charge of the group when we were marching out to all the firing

ranges. The ser genauchtitseemed iké. When weowen d

marching out to the ranges, why, | was always in charge of them.

They had me take details out to work on. | remember working on some
sidewalks somewhere, and they told me | had to take about ten troops out,
across to tl other side of the camp, to carry back some telephone poles to
outline the parking | ot. I thought,

poles.

So, | went into the orderly room and saw the captain, and | complained

t
at 6s what we di d.

Wel | |, |l 6m assuming that, when
experiences with blacks.

Right.

nYes,

W a

ver

go

him a | itttlien,biitf. yHoeu scaamd, o vieCruwo r k
ter man than | am.o | said,

S

you gr ew

So, tell me your impressions, working with an entirely black platoon or

company, at the time.

hi

It didndédt bot her me. Il figured theyodre
the job of training them. The sergeant that | wadentnad a more difficult

time with it than | did, but I told
got along pretty well. Thatdés where

troops. They were a little bit of a challenge sometimes.

What waghe nature of the discipline?
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

At night, when | ights went out , why, t
everything. Then, It6d get I ouder and
had was one night when | 6dandjgndoovt of n
the middle of the barracks and say, A L
guiet. o Go back into my room, and t hen
So, about the third time | went out, in a very loud voice, | told them, if the

barracksdin 6t qui et down, we were going to
clean the barracks. And, if they didno

the captain. And that was the end of the problem. (laughs)

You called their bluff then. You said thehet NCG | take it, a more
experienced soldiér had some more problems with it than you did?

He was from the Sout h, I t hink, and |
problem.

When you say a problem, what do you mean?

Well, he was reayidown. He was really disappointed that he had a barracks

full of black troops. He really was ha
whatever he told me to do. 16d do my p
after that. 1 dondt know.

Did youever see any experiences where he was derogatory or mistreating the
soldiers?

No, | did not.

Well, thatdés quite an interesting expe
gotten close to combat, have you?

No. (laughs)

What happened after that experience?

After | finished leadership school?

Yeah. Did you get any leave, any time during it?

Yeah, then | got two weeksdé | eave. I a
to Chicago and go overseas. FECOM, tbaled it, Far East Command. So, |
was home for two weeks, and then, | guess | had my ticket on the train.

| got on the train in Decatur, went to Chicago. Then, when they
assembled a group of us there, they put us on a train for the West Coast. It was
aregular passenger train, but we had our own car for our group of military
guys. It was about a two and a half day ride to Seattle, Washington, my first
long train ride.
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| got to Seattle, Washington, to Fort Lawton. | was there about ten

days, | dd ysdydnReahave much t
morning. Theydd have a few thi
the rest of the day, unt il ou

we boarded the ship, then, to go to Korea

o do.
ngs

T h €
for

r ti me to

In your book, you mentioned you had some time to form a friendship with a

couple people, as well.

Yeah. | had met them during leadership school. It was a fellow from Chicago
and one from southern Illinois. So, we had a lot of time to spmEyether on
the train going out to Seattle. We remained good friends, except we were sent

separate ways, but we always remained good friends, the rest of my life.

Tell us, then, about the actual crossing the ocean.

I think we pulled out oport late afternoon, and the first night, it \was

This is June twentyinth, according to the book here.

Okay. It was very nice sailing. We saw the sun go down.

Do you remember what the ship was? What kind of ship it was?

It was called a liberty ship that was built during World War Il to haul troops.

Most people, when they describe
comfortable trip.
No. Il tés a rather small shi gPdcifcr

Ocean very well. The next morning, after we left port, why, we were out in
the ocean and hitting the high waves. It was so rough that we only got two

meal s a day

on

t hat

ship,

and

we

After that, we kindof got used to it, but it was a rough ride going over.

t, t h

an OC

coul d

It was a thirteerday trip, | believe, and about halfway through that, we

docked at Adak, Alaska. They took us off the ship and took us on a hike.
Within a couple of hours, we were back on the sigirg and then went from

there to Yokohama, Japan.

What was the purpose of the hike?

Just to stretch our legs, | think, and exercise.

Tell me, Larry, were you happy to have your feet on ground when you got up

to Alaska?
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Yes. hteresting, that was in July, and there were some snowflakes in the air,
while on our hike, | remember. But, yeah, we were glad to get off and hike.

Had you decided, by that ti me, you wer

Well, I never thaight about it that way, but one of these two fellows | just

mentioned had been in the Merchant Marines, towards the end of World War

[I, and he never got seasick. He had a lot of fun watching the rest of us. (both

|l augh) Somet hing atbotulhe iftiéd stguteisme ,yoan
go through that with us.

What happens after Yokohama, then?

Yokohama, | remember exactly the date we landed there. It was Friday, the
thirteenth. If you were superstitious, why, that would have been déyad

But | wasndét that superstitious. We do
on a train, took us down to Camp Drake, where we processed. They always

called it processing, whatever they had to do to equip us and find out what we

might fit in next.

While | was at Camp Drake, | was called out with a bunch of other
guys to a room in a building. They started telling us about cook and baker
school and cleric school that we might be eligible to go to. About midway
through the presentation, the officer in cleasjopped and went out for a

while and came back in and said, iYou
t he St ates, so, 0 he said, it hat means
be an infantryman, wuntil yoendegthat t o yo
chance.

Were you thinking that maybe you were going to take an opportunity there?
Well, | would take an opportunity like that.

As a cook or as a clerk?

Oh, | dondt know. Yeah, | gQatoKorem babl y e
(laughs)
Wel | |, Larry, Il &m getting the I mpressio

being an infantryman in Korea.

Who would be? That wasndét my | i fe ambi
taking it a day at atime. | figureg,ou know, when youdre in
you arené6t always your own boss You d

easiest way to get by, is do what they tell you.

When you got drafted, how long was your term of service?
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| think it was designatkas eighteen months.

Eighteen months? That short?

Year and a half, yes. | think that was designated from the beginning, | believe.
Where to after Camp Drake?

Then they put us on a train. Of course, we had our rifles. Wedragd in our
rifles o what do you call that? Shooting radgand had all our equipment

or our duffel bag and everything to go overseas, to go on to Korea. So, they
put us on a train. We were on that overnight, going down to Sasebo in

southernJapan.Wedli a | ittl e more processing do

what else they

did. . c“
Then é &= .
they put us on &=
a small boat,
almost like a
fishing boat or
a ferry, |
guess.
more like a
ferryboat. We
went from
Sasebo across
to Pusan, and

that was an Larry and fellow replacements wait in a chow line at the Replacement Depot in

Overnig ht Sasebo, Japan, before being shipped to South Korea. 1951

ride. We got

i nto Pusan Harbor in the early mornin
we didndét get off wuntil abou 9:00 T
breakfast.

Then they put us on a train, an old train, pulled by a steam engine. The
train hadwooden bunks in it and fifegaliber machinegun holes in the sides of
it | candét forget that. So, you knew
another overnight ride, from Pusan up to Chorwon, which was up fairly close
to the front lines. That wasbout 10:00 the next morning. The train stopped,
let us all off.

The only thing that you could recognize, there was a sign that just had
t hree words on it, AThis was Chor won.
come and pick us up. They took us bazkhte Third Infantry replacement
depot. That was my home for a few days. There, we knew that the next move
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was. A truck would back up there, and
an infantryman. We all had our rifles.

Before you get too mucfarther, this all sounds like the typical military deal.
You get to sit around and wait, and then suddenly had to rush through the next
activity, until you had to sit around and wait again.

And then riding the truck for an hour, maybe, in the hbafck truck. Yeah.
Sitting on a traid

Yeah. When we got off the train at Chorwon, | remember laying our bags
down on the ground. We sat down there. Some of us took naps, even, because
you knew somebody was going to come pretty soon angoteNvhat to do.

Here you are, a kid whods grown up in
in the middle of IIllinois, great far ml
through this military training. You get over and you see Japan, just five yea

after the end of the war, and then you get to Korea. | want your impressions of

what you remember, those initial impressions about Japan, and then the initial
impressions about Korea.

Japan, there were still signs of the war damage. | do resremoly that they
did take us in a bus around to see different parts of Tokyo. There was still a lot
of signs of war damage.

One of the most memorable things was on the side of this, like a three
story brick building, was a painted map of the United Statksy had it
colored in, to indicate how much of the United States they had done damage
t o, | guess. They surely didndét believ
western states, from California and Oregon and Washington, west, a couple of
states. Thiawas a different color. That was supposed to be the one that they
had an influence in. |l dondt know whet
anything, but I do know, and |61/ back

When we were up at Seattle, these two buddiesioé and | rented a
car for the weekend and went to visit
course, that was in a civilian area, around Puget Sound. Of course, Gls usually
end up in bars. We heard stories about how they had volunteers patrolling
Puget Sound coastline, during World War Il. They were that worried about
invasions.

Well, back to Tokyo, this was propaganda, painted on the wall, how
they thought they were winning the war, | guess. Also, they took us and
showed us equipment that theyrevéringing back from islands around Japan,
U.S. Army equipment, trucks, et cetera, that they were repairing them and
everything, and putting them back in condition, so they could be used in
Korea.
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So then, as we went down through Japan, there wereuadsg out
to the railroad crossings, as we went through cities, because they were so used
to having Gls throwing candy out the windows, candy and gum. The old train
had windows you could roll down, and the cinders from the locomotive came
in through the wadows once in a while. So, that took us down, through Japan,
and then you wanted to know my impressions.

DePue: Yeah. The countryside in Japan, was that similar to what you remember
growing up in lllinois?

Curtin: Oh, no. No. They had rice paddies andumtains and little fields on the edges
of mountains, terraced fields. It was entirely different.

DePue: Did it look prosperous, though?

Curtin: It looked like they were recovering from the war, all right. The cities, they

were beginning to be prosperousemember the people in Yokohama, as we
marched to our train there. | remember seeing these people on the streets,
pretty well dressed. But that was the first time | had seen people going to

work, wearing masks. | assume, if they had a bad cold or aseise

something, they wore a mask, because it was a heavy population. That was the
first time | had seen that.

DePue: Letds get you to Kodea, then. Your i mp

Curtin: Okay, Korea. Well, of course, we got on the train, and then we went all the
way W to Chorwon, about the same thing there, just rice paddies and hills and
mountains and trees. It was an overnig
a lot. But, by the time we got closer to the thigighth parallel, cities were
bombed.

So, a few day later, when | went through Seoul, it was like the scenes
you saw in magazines about the wreckage, the bombing in World War 11, in
cities in Germany. Buildings were bombed, bombetl But the farmers were
still working the rice paddies.

DePue: Did you se any machinery in those fields?

Curtin: Near our replacement camp was the first time | had seen an oxen pulling the
plow. Never saw a tractor, not even a garden tractor, but there was a guy
driving some oxen, pulling the plow. That was about the most lo$ahe
power they used, was the oxen. That was the only thing | saw, was oxen
power or hand. Everything else was done by hand. If they had a lot of digging
to do by handél saw three guys. They h
on each rope and ogely on the shovel handle. That was the way they turned
over the ground.

DePue: Just trying to visualize it. Thatos we
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Yeah.

Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

Fair to say, it was a little bit more primitive than what you grew up with?

Than anyt hi nbgford. dathlaeighe r seen

This is at a time when the peace talks just got started. About the time you got

there, they were just getting started. Were you aware of that at all?

Yeah, we heard that on the ship, going over, that peace talks had.sta

I n your mind, youdre hear.

ng peace

Well, that cheered us up a little bit, but we never spent much time talking

about it. Those things always take a long time.
Okay, so that was the attitude'e@ back then?
Yeah.

That it was going to be a while?

Well, I never heard anybody say a long time, but we knew, or | knew, that

they had to go through all kinds of maneuvers.

Youdbre at Chor won.
What happens aftehat?

Then we get on trucks, and they take
us to the repo depot, to the replacement
camp, which we always called repo -
depot. We were there, and that was
kind of a nice, relaxing place. They
played music over the loudspeakers
and made announcemsrgnce in a
while and fed us good.

Il think I 6d onl;
day, when they called my name out,
along with twenty others. We went up
to the supply tent, and this corporal
was telling us about this new class they
were assembling, for a signal school,
training school, Third Signal Company
training school. It was a siweek

t her e.

L.- R. Schenk, Larry Curtin and R. Elzy at the

school, he told us, where you learned 3rd Divisionés Signal

how to use radios. | thought, that for bathing.
sounds pretty good to me, so | signec August 1951
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up for it.

So then, a few days later, got on another truck, and tiogyu®to this
old, bombedout high school building, where they were going to have the six
week training school.

What was it that made them decide to call you out in the first place? Did they
go back to those tests that you had, when you firsingot

Well, someéYeah, thatoés what | always
records. They picked out the ones they thought might be most qualified, 1
guess. | dondét know. | hope it was pic

gualified. &meatbsayvery yuchlto dertacdmake me want to go.

My next move was going to be getting on the back of that truck, with
my rifle, and going up to the front. Y
yourself, too. So, if you get a chance to go to school, why,ggoto school.
(laughs)

Where was the school?

It was near the capital city of
Seoul. But it was out in the
country. It was also near J
Seoul University. That was =
about a quarter of a mile or ag
half a mile away. So, it was
probably in what tay would :
call suburbs = SOt
pretty goodsized building. It
had a school building and a
building where we slept. |
woul dndét be s
was a dormitory for school.

u

There. we started that This building in Seoul, Korea was used by the 3rd
' . Infantry Division during the war. It has been part of Seoul
school, started going to clgsse University.
We had classes ery morning
after breakfast, through the day, in a regular school room. We were learning

Morse code and voice communications and how to work on radios.

That was, like, August, and the mosquitoes were so bad, | remember
we had mosquito netsoverourcofso u kept t hem cl osed. I
went to school seven days a week or not. It seemed like we had one day off.
Had a latrine that had an eightdemiler latrine, under a separatent. (laughs)

For some reason, thatdés memorable to vy
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That is memorable, because there was a lot of Gls, they called it, at that time.
It was hot summer weather, dysentery.

Gls? The GIs?
Yeah, the Gls.
Do you know what the GI stood for? GIs
nameit got?
|l guess. Thatdés what they called i1t. Y

you know, it went through bad.

Okay, Larry, were you one of them?

Yes, | was. So, thatoés why | remember.
Gos h, | d o tha being iretimedank. Okay. Good school?

Yes, it was. They had a good instructor. He was a sergeant. We, | think,

learned everything we were supposed to learn. But the thing | learned that
stands out the most i n tnthaNorsecodeg Of co
and you had test after test on that. T
dashes and dots, you know. You had to be able to take messages down.

cC

We only learned the basics on using the different radios that you
carried on your back arttandheld radios, the walktalkies, were pretty
crude. There was a radio called Angry Nine. It stood for AN&@RThat one
was used a lot in battalions on the front, so you had to learn how to use that
one and how to make minor repairs to it. But, whanhember the most was a
sergeant saying, before class one day, when we were just talking, he said,
AUsually the division picks the top t
division forward. The rest of them al

-0

| made a mental note of that. And he talked about how we had another
winter coming up, about theOsthey had, the trucks with housing vans on
them, that had radios in them, and how it was warm in there in the wintertime.
|l thought , boy thatlWhemwg finishedthetclass, 1t wayond o r
of the top ten that got to go to division forward.

Did you have an understanding that, if
went down to the infantry company, that you might be the guy toting @ radi
in the back

Right.

énext to the company commander, as heo
target of the enemy?
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I didn

0
knew 1| 0

That youdd

Yeah. Yeah, when you get up there, whe

the bullets are firing.

So, you must have focused your energie
to do well in the school, it sounds like.

| did. | was always a good student. |
usually did what | was told to do. But,lif

t know who |
d be car

gdiZze a

had a chance to

what | was going to do

were in the Third Signal Company, after

the end of the training?

Yes.

Il tds the T

hird

Third Infantry Division?

Right.

Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

ryi
|

be

Ve,
| think you mentioned this a"eady, but yo Larry Curtin was assigned to the 3rd

Sig Company, 3rd Infantry Division,
winter of 1951-52.

ing, bu
s omeb
why, th

Si g nal sigGabcorppany fpr,theb e c au s e

Which had been in the war for a long time and gotten beaten up pretty badly,

by that time.
Yeah, unbkhuh.

What happens, then, in that first day, when you actuallygggred to the

company?

First, w e

wer e

t aken

back.

We | |

whether they picked us up right there at the school or not. | think we went
back to the replacement company, and then they called your name out, when
your truck was there. But we rode in the back of a deuce and a half truck,

towards the front lines.

We were on the truck for several hours that day. The sun started going

down, and we were still going north. They were pulling the big artillery back
for the night. That started to concern us a little bit, that we were still going

north.

While you were watching the artillery going south?
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Curtin:

Yeah. (both laugh) About dark, we got to Third Signal Company

headquarters. All of us got off the truck,nveén a tent. Somebody put a
clipboard on a cot there and said, nSi
walked up, signed my name. Then they assigned us cots, and then, about

twenty minutes later, some fellow, one of the Gls, came over and called me

out . He said, AYoubre assigned to our
He said, fiThatdés the best assignment i

The next day, they took me out to the Belgian unit. The
Belgian battalion was assigned to thard Infantry Division, and they were
in reserve at the time. | joined a thnean team there that provided
communication between the Belgian battalion and Third Division
headquarters. | was out there on that job for about six weeks. We pulled radio
duty every twentyfour hours.

There were four of wus. Wedd -pul |l ra
four , Il believe it was. Real ly wasnot
there really wasndét very much to do on

guys hat were on the team were all veterans from almost the start of the war.
They had
been up to
North Korea
and back.
They said |
was their first
replacement
they had had.

were out
there about
six weeks,
providing

communicati Two Belgium switchboard operators flank a
on for them. assignment in the fall of 1951, working with a Belgian infantry battalion

[We] Ate

with the Belgians. They prepared our food. We slept in tents. Our unit that we
worked from was a little, threguarter ton truck, with housing built on it that
had a voice radio in it, a pretty gostted voice radio. Well, a pretty good

sized radio unit that wiead voice communications on, plus CW, they called it,
Morse code.

We had messages, once in a while, to convey, but mostly it was radio
check every hour. Of course, you never knew what was going to happen, but
nothing ever happened. Then, when that Belgiaihwas going back closer to
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the front for some more training, before they went up on the front line, our job
was finished, and we went back to Third Signal Company headquarters.

How did the Belgians treat you?

Great. They seemed to likemericans real well. | was with them again later.
They were a happy bunch, and they always liked to talk to us. They could talk
good English. They were a nice group to be around. You felt like you were
appreciated.

You mentioned that you were thesti replacement this small team had seen
since theyodod been in the war. How were

Very well. They told me where [ fit into the rotation. They were glad to have
somebody helping pull duty. No, there was no problem there.

What happens, then, after that stint with the Belgians?

Then | was back at Third Signal Compan
what we did, back at Third Signal Company, but not much, except pull guard.

Youbre at Di vitmiwhatyodaid>r war d) ? | s
Division (Forward).
So, is there a Division (Rear) as well?

Division (Rear) was <clear ba
kept. Division (Forward), I
the front lines, except | got closer to them one night.

ck at Seou

dondt know
The first night | was at Sighal Compahny mentioned those big guns

pulling back for the nigld | was put on guard duty that first night, on a two

hour guard duty, and it was pitch black, no lightshe tamp, even. The big

shells were going over us. You could hear the firing, and then you could hear

the sound of the shell coming over. I

front, but that was my first r ghl i ndo
close front line service.

It sounds like the Division Forward was typically within enemy artillery
range?

Yeah. This was why the perimeter was closely guarded at night. Gosh, each
guy would only march 100 steps, about 100 steps, toumd; go back 100
steps, just keep marching back, and that closed the range. There was a
perimeter all the way around that camp, but it was a pretty-gized camp.
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Were you being told that the Chinese would infiltrate the lines occasionally, if
they could?

We didndot get many orders. | was wused
me where | had to wal k, and we had || iv
instructions.

Were you ever in an enemy artillery barrage?

No.

Did you guys have bunkers that you had to dig, in case you didget a

No. Well, no, we had machinegun nests around the edge of the area. But no,

we always slept in there, in squad tents on cots.

What was the specific job you had? In as muetaitias you can, explain what

your job was. Let s start with this; w
put you on the spot here, didndét | 7?
Yes, you did. | dondét know what my MOS
Radio telephone operator?

Iguess.lreall and6t answer that question. I ]

Talk about the specific things that you did.

Well, like | said, | had to use a key, a telegraph key, you know, to correspond

on the CW networ k. | dordintWehamadionb er wh
checks on the CW network, but | canodt
voice network. | never used the voice network much, if any.

What 6s CW?

CW is Morse code, using the telegraph

ACWO dstfooar t hen. I probably did, but I
Sorry to play stump on you here, just
myself.

Hadnoét you?
No.

Oh. It was sure a term then. ¥Ymwma#th, you
it. You never thought about the words that it meant.
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So, most of your time was spent sending and receiving messages in Morse
code?

Yeah. When | was out with that team, [
except we were in the tveork with division and the three regiments. They

checked in on the same network. After that first six weeks, out with the

Belgians, | was back in camp for maybe a week.

Then they sent my team chief and | out to fill in at some other location.
| d o nwowtherekitrwas. Then we came back. Then they put me in charge of
a team a few weeks later and sent us out again with the Belgians. You asked
me how the Belgians liked us, or how | liked the Belgians. | remember going
down to see the movie one night, witheoof my team members, and soon as
some of them saw us, remembevisednu®, wh
That was French for Adivision. o

| had a team of my own for just about four weeks. Then | remember |
was assigned to the communications tenhénSignal Company, where they
had several guys with telegraph keys. If there was a message for you to send,
you sent it, but | dondt ever remember
voice radio a lot at night on the transmissions, but we never hadatoydaf
those transmissions. | was just there at a quiet time.

The front | ines werenébét moving much
with the front lines, but | was far enough up that | got the maximum number
of rotation points. | got as many rotation poiritajr points per month, as a
guy on the front lines. But | was just in a better spot.

Then, after | had been with them for several months, they took me off
of that kind of work and had me monitoring transmissions. Someone was
copying down all the transn@®ns, the voice transmissions, and | was
supposed to monitor those and see if they were using the proper procedure. If
they werenot , I was to go around and v
what they were doing wrong.

That 6s al wthisggoda. popul a

Yeah. That wasndét my favorite thing to
were at, sighal company camp. We were about a mile from Division
(Forward) at that time, | remember, and we were up on the side of a hill.

By that time, tings were so quiet they had us building sand walkways
between the tents and putting up rail fences and pulling guard duty at night.
Oh, I think, even while | was there, they put me and another guy in charge of
making a sign for the front entrance to thenpaWe had to go around,
confiscate our own supplies. That was the way you had to get what you
needed in the Ar my, if it wasndét on th
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DePue: | know you had a short stint with the Greeks, as well.

Curtin: Yes. That was another time.eMere with the Greeks for a couple of weeks.
It was a smaller unit than the battalion of Belgians. That was kind of a
di fferent experience. We couldnot talk
didndot know their | anguage.

| still remember them going down the stream, along the camp, to do
theiréto wash up in the morning and ev
know. It was kind of a dirtyooking stream, | thought. But, we had our own
clean water where we were.

They were a Greek battalion, never gog@ainted with any of them.
We were only there about two weeks, | think.

DePue: What was it like in Korea in the winter? You talked about Fort Leonard Wood
was cold. Youdre used to cold, coming
Curtin: Um-hmm. The winter | was themgas not near as cold as the previous winter.
| heard oldtimers talking about that cold winter in Korea, when they were up
i n North Korea. They didndét have enoug
were remarking, when we started getting winter clothingme f al | of 05

they never had that last winter. So, we were getting better clothing. The winter
was mild, about the same as lllinois. | know, from letters from home, they
were getting about the same weather.

That reminds me of another part of mywsee, there in Third Signal
Company. They set up camp in another place, along a stream. | was assigned
to the power units for a few weeks, to keep these big power units going.

DePue: Are you talking about generators?

Curtin: Generators, right. Wewerethe sever al weeks. I donot
can remember going to movies there, more than | can anything. But | was
taking care of power units. I guess | 6
remember that was the beginning of winter, and we gttieallght snow, but
not much. It really wasndét too bad.

DePue: Do you remember either Thanksgiving or Christmas celebrations?

Curtin: Yeah. There, | remember the snow more, | guess, because there was snow on

the ground at Christmas. | remember that thathere, | guess, | was on radio

duty some there. But, | remember, on Christmas Day, | was helping another

guy string telephone wire over a hill. We knew we were going to have a big
dinner at noon, but, when we getr 1in fo
at noon, but they told us we could have the afternoon off on Christmas day.

That was the only afternoon we had off, all the time | was in Korea.

Otherwise, it was seven days a week.
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

l 6m trying to sort out my timing, h
another location, and this was one of the last locations | was at. That was
around Christmas. Whenever there was a mass going on, or church service,
mainly, they would tell us on the loudspeaker that there would be a truck for
us to ride over there.

| remembe going over to this midnight mass at Division (Forward)
and rode the truck over there. There was snow on the ground then, |
remember. But, we never had a big snow. We had a pretty mild winter.

Can you tell me more about this job you had, withtheisnd t r uck ? That
the typical experience, when somebody thinks about combat.

No. (laughs) They gdour points for huh? Well, the signal company had a

sound truck that they used for ceremonies, like giving out awards to different
soldiers. Ao, they provided sound service back at the MASH hospital on

Sundays when, | guess, all the doctors had a meeting, and they had somebody

i n talking about new surgical procedur
gathering.

Usually, two or three guys waligo out with that sound truck. | only
went out with them a couple times, | think.

Did you ever have any experiences
with front line troops, where there
might have been some
misunderstanding or resentments,
because they didnot
front line troops or your views
towards them?

No. We just never had that kind of
contact. One night, or one late
afternoon, one of our radio teams hag
a fire in their t
outfit they were with, but one of the
regiments. So, our sighcompany
decided they should send a new tent
out to them for the night. So, they told’s
me to ride shotgun on the jeep that '
was taking out the tent.

ow wha

The jeep driver is the one
t hat 6s supposed t0
going. All I had to do was ride shotgun Larry curtin and the u
Wetook the tent out to them. and we on top of their radio truck, while assigned to

. ) the Belgian infantry regiment, September
got lost coming back that night. He got 1951.
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DePue:
Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

lost, and | was with him. (laughs) All we could use was the little lights,
blackout lights, they called it, on the front of the jeep. He got lost. We were
trying to figure out how t@et back, and we were close enough, then, we saw
tracer bullets going across the valley.

We met another jeep on the road and asked him where we were and
how to get back. He wasnodot able to tel
down the road to theext outfit and stay overnight there, and go back the next
morning. o0 But the jeep driver thought
way. That was as close as | ever got to the front lines.

Close enough, as far as you were concerned?
That was close enough. (both laugh)

Did you ever have any injuries or cause to go to any medical units to get some
care?

The only time was, | had an abscessed tooth that was giving me a lot of pain,
and | went over to the medical tent in @@mpany. The dentist looked at it.

This was just a small tent that he had his own operation in. He said the tooth
needed to be pulled, and he said, Al ot
hospital to get it pull ed. o0 ntthack sai d, i
there than |1 6ve got. o

Now, | kind of forget what all | went through. But then, you just
winged it. So, | got a ride on a jeep that was going back to MASH hospital. It
was late afternoon when | got there, had to stay overnight. I, of course, had

myduf f el bag with me, slept on the flo
troops being brought i n, but thatoés wh
troops.

The next morning, | went to the dentist, and apparently | turned white
or something.|l doklecndbat kmew. amé he said
you here. o0 He said, AYoudll just have
of ficer that was a doctor, you didnot
said okay. He was pretty firm about it, that | hadjd back. Maybe he had
somet hing bigger to do. Il dondt know.

| picked up my duffel bag, went outside, started asking around,
different jeeps, which way they were going, told them where | had to go. And
so, | got a ride with somebody, back to my outfiudnt over to the medic the
next day and told him my story.

He said, AOkay, weodll just pull it
okay. That was the only medical problem | had.

Did you receive any awards while you were there?
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:
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No.
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Just a standard good conduct medal?

Well, I only had two ribbons, and one of them was FECOM, I think, and the

other one was related to Far East Command.

The standard, service in Korea, medal, basically.

Yeah.

Did you work withsome blacks in the unit that you were with, some African

American troops?

No. I

A goodnatured hard time?

Well, yeah.

donot

remember

t hat we
leadership school. We were pretty good friends, and he rode over with us on
the ship. One of my budies, that was a good friend of his, was giving him a
hard time, all the way over there, but it was always guatdired. But, né

Were there some racial overtones to what was going on?

had any i

Well, between the two of them, not bad racial overtones, no. We never had

much association with the blacks then. When | was in this black platoon, | was

told that that was the first time they had had a black platoon in a white

company. That was 1951.

Ofcour s e,

the rest of the force.

But , see,

Tr uman

at

t hat

had

ti

integrated the
happen overnight. They took some time. By about the time you were there,
most of that, whatever black units there were, they were being integrated into

me

t hey

di dnot

the whites. We had a black platoon, a whole barracks of blacks, and then we

had three white platoons. That was as close as they were to integration, by that

time.

What dd you think about your fellow soldiers that you were serving with?

Well, there were differences in personalities. Most of us were doing our job,
but a lot of different personalities. When you live ten to a tent, why, you get to

know them pretty wie

Get to know how to get along with each other?

Yeah.
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Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
DePue:
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:
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Curtin:

DePue:

How about your impressions of the noncommissioned officers? | would
assume, once you got to theater, a lot of these guys were veterans. They had
seen action, not only in Korelaut perhaps in World War 11?

Well, if we had any that were World War Il veterans over there, by the time

we got over there, |l didndét know it. V
nicer to everybody else. Back in the States, the NCOs can be nonggh, you
know, but when you get overseas, Qguyos

lot nicer to you.

Do you think that they were professional and competent in what they were
doing?

Yes. Umhmm.
How about the officers you digavith?

| never dealt with them very much, but they were good officers, as far as |
could tell.

Was there a reason you didndét deal wit

Just because a private didnodotYbdavei dad
want to have very many dealings with an officer.

Il guess my understanding would be, 't hc
center someplace, and youobdre passing o
close to or in a headquarters, wwhgou would encounter more officers.

Yeah, but you just werendt around t hen
encounters with them.

How would you describe the morale of your unit?

Good. You know, you always have some that provigehumor in the outfit.
That kind of lightens your workday.

Do you recall any humorous incidents?

(laughs) Well, we had one guy from Pennsylvania that was kind of the joker

of the bunch. Hedéd come i n adtwasi ght , a
the I|line | used with him to shut him u
o6wholeé6 (hole)?06 He would answer, Al t

got into the tent at night, everybody was glad the day was over. We all got
along fine.

So, it sounds like most of the time, you were keeping regular hours, that you
were able to sleep at night, unless you were on guard duty.
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

Yes. Umhmm.
Did you have Koreans working with your unit?

Yeah. They worked the KP tent,thee s s t ent , you know. We
waiting on us in our tents, but in replacement camp, | know we had Koreans
that washed our clothes, though.

A lot of the units had what they called KATUSAs. Did you have any
KATUSAS?

No.

Korean Augmentees to the United States Army is what that stands for. How
about the enemy you faced? Did you have enough dealings with the Chinese
or the North Koreans to form any definite opinions, one way or another?

| never had any dealings with tliinese or North Koreans.
And again, you were happy for that?

Yes.

And how about civilians? Did you run into Korean civilians?

Yeah. Occasionally, we had, at the signal school, I think, they came in and

sold lettuce and stuffVe usually had a boy or two around who was kind of a
houseboy, you know, that would take care of things, shine shoes if you
needed. We didndét need that very often

But | remember, at replacement camp, they would come up to the
fence around the replacemmt camp, and wedd hand <cl o
Theyo6d wa : 5 e T g
right out there in
the rivert
Korean women.
And the Koreans
came and
entertained us,

and try to sing
American songs in

Korganorlnthglr fEome of the 6Gang, o read Curtinds, c
version of Engllsh. while he was stationed in South Korea, October 1951.
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DePue: | guess that, in itself, was kind of entertaining, huh?

Curtin: Well, that was entertaining. (both laugh)

DePue: How did you manage to keep in touch with the family?

Curtin: | wrote home about twica week. On that first job that | had for six weeks,

pulling radio duty by myself, why, there was lots of time for letter writing, at
that time. But | tried to write home twice a week.

DePue: Was mail call a big event?
Curtin: Yeah, i t wa srealyWéig dvent, likd it isvinahe mdvies,
but éWe never mi ssed mai l cal l
DePue: Yeah, I think in the movies, itds al wa

getting letters.

Curtin: Yeah.

DePue: Tell us about the food.

Curtin: The food was always good.

DePue: You were getting three hot meals a day?

Curtin: Yeah, we were, in a mess tent. Of course, an old farm boy like me, you know,
|l wasndét hard to please, as |l ong as

I
to eat. We didnodot weshadenoaghtpeat.ancy t hi ng

DePue: Well, youb6re in a society where Korea
They were under the heel of the Japanese a long time before. My
understanding is, many of the Koreans were close to starving, that they were
despeate for the food. Were there people, Koreans, who would hang around
and wait for your garbage? Anything like that?

Curtin: No, no. | just remember one Korean in the garbage dump, outside the mess
hall. They had a big hole dug, and they threw all theiragelout there, and
then they poured gasoline on it and |
he wasndét searching for food, he was |
DePue: You talked a couple times about movies. That was even part of the job

description, deliering movies?

Curtin: Well, Third Signal Company had all the movies that would be distributed in
the division. So, we had access to all of them, and we had a movie almost
every night, a feature movie.

DePue: Was there a tent that was used for that?
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DeRue:

Curtin:

It was in the mess tent. There was one location where we had to watch them
out si de. I canot remember where it was
was usually a good movie every night.

Do you remember any of the titles of the movies yau, sehile you were
over there?

Well, Doris Day movies were very popular, at that time. Do | remember the
names of them? Gosh, | dondét think | r
time Doris Day was in it or some of those female dancers, why, it was a

popular movie.

Was she one of the pinup girls of the war?
Yeah, she was.
Who were some of the others? Do you remember?

Il dondt remember Marilyn Monroe at t ha
t hey usedeéGosrhcerShel waasndt draemember wh
But Doris Day was very popular then, so was Betty Grable.

| t woul dnot have been Ann Mill er, was
But she was a favorite of mine.
Did you have any USO shows come to your area?

We had a couple that
| got to go to. One of
them was a bunch of
singers, dancers,
musicians that | had
never heard of, but |
did get to go to the
Danny Kaye/Monica
Lewis show. That
was a good one. Thatf
oneéGosh,

half the division came

Danny Kaye & Monica Lewisds 3rd [
to that one. distance. The show spent November 1951 touring Korea, often near

the front lines.

Was Bob Hope
visiting Korea, during the time that you were there?

No. No, not in our area.
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

You mentioned that you were pretty muc
sure, most of the time that you were awake, you had something to do, but
what did you do during your free time?

Wash socks andeéel o6l tell you my whole
times, that you got a helmet full of water, and you brushed your teeth first.

Then you washed your face and took a bath. Then youedasiur socks, and

you always want to do it in that order. (both laugh)

But, wedod heat that water on the |
those conditions for quite a while. But that was better than living in the
foxhole.

In the book, youalked about getting into another profession.

Oh. Yeah, there6d always be somebody t
only had hand clippers and a comb. Tho
daytime, and theyodéd getinggt. can of beer

So, when things were going pretty slow, | thought | ought to do that.
The guy who was a barber was going home. So, | gave haircuts for a couple of
months, and got pretty good at it, | think. What, I tell in my book about this
one fellow, who wasatating home, and he wanted me to give him a haircut. |
sai d, Al candét give you a haircut. You
bar bers are. o He said, ANo, I want a h
Finally, I gave him a haircut. That was probathlg best haircut | ever gave.
(both laugh)

But that only lasted for a couple of months. That was when things
were slowing down.

Did you guys have a beer ration? Is that what | heard you say?

Yeah, a weekly beer gohlear.dthinkitiwaseevemdd be
cans of beer and one can of Coke. So, that tells you the ratio of the beer
drinkers. Guys that didndét drink beer
usually drank all of my beer.

Were you a beer drinker befoatd?
Yeah, just occasionally.

l &m trying to get the timeline here. V
time?

It was probably eighteen.

el egal in Il linois?
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Curtin: Yeah. | never was an illegal beer drinker. No. Whas Wavhen | was in the
service? | was twentfour, twentyfive.

DePue: So you were a little bit older by that time.

Curtin: Um-hmm. We had guys in the Army that were legal age, | imagine, but they
just didndét know how t o Hmtriheil e i t. The
drinking.

One guy was a corporal agdt brokeback to private one night. Well,
he went to the movies with us that night. It was on the other side of the stream
we were in. He didndét want to walk bac
hedecided to take the jeep back to his tent. He got it wound up in some
barbed wire. The next morning, he was a private.

DePue: As far as you know, were the guys in the trenches, in the front lines, getting
their seven days, or seven beers, as well?

Curtin: I dondt Kknow. I dondét know.

DePue: That seems like that could be a little bit more dangerous mixture out there.

Curtin: Yeah. | imagine they had to wait until they got back in reserve.

DePue: Did you have a chance to get a leave or a pass, while youheze®

Curtin: Yeah, | had a threday leave to Seoul, Korea. Then | got the{ilay leave to
Japan. That was about the last month | was there.

DePue: So, right at the tail end of your tour?

Curtin: Yeah.

DePue: What did you do when you went to Seoul?

Curtin: | lived by the book. | stayed at the hotel that they assigned us, and | did a lot
of sightseeing in Seoul. There wasnoét

to bars at night. There were taxis running there. We went to bars at night and
did some sowenir shopping in the daytime. It was just a chance to get away.

DePue: And you said that was right towards the end of your tour?
Curtin: Yeah. Umhmm.
DePue: Is that just how it happened to schedule itself?
Curtin: Yeah. You just do what they tell yopdthey said | was to go to Tokyo. |
dondédt know how | got there. I guess |

plane. | know that. In fact, we were on a fangine plane, with all of our
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DePue:
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Curtin:
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duffel bags. They had us all move up to the front. There wets,sbown the
sides, benches, but they had us all move up to the front, so the weight would

be on the front, so the nose wheel o u
of f . Then, wedd get in the back of the
You dondét have riemafyhattmeemdapanB| e st o

No, not really. | went to the USO several times, too. No.

Letds talk about bringing you home. Yo

were far enough forward in the Division (Forward) that you were earning,
what,four points?

Four points per month.
Tell us more about how the point system worked.

You had to have thirtgix points to get to rotate home. That would be nine
months. When we were approaching thimyo points, some of us, why, the

told us that we might get sent to another outfit. Then word came down that the
guys who had thirtywo points could go home.

You had been there close to nine months by the time yod start
Eight months.

econt empl at i nigg totbé going hgneoe prétty soong lahought
peace talks were going on. What had gone on with the peace talks?

They were still going on. They were deciding which side of the table to sit on
and all that stuff and what size table.

Does that men to say that you guys were rather cynical about the prospects of
the peace talks?

Well that | always read in the papers. | was sent out with a radio team, one or
two Sundays, to do dry runs, to practice for exchange of prisoners. But
nothing happned while | was there.

What would you have done, if you were involved with exchanging prisoners?

|l dondt know. They didnoét really tel
to make radio communications with headquarters. Otherwiseweyall
doing their thing, getting ready for it.

Were you hearing any stories, while you were there, about what was going on
with American prisoners of war?
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No, unkhuh. No, we never heard anything like that. We did geSthes and
Stripes but they di dnodt Staruuand Stripes nlg sd d n &kte t
think.

Did you know anything about what was going on with the Chinese and North
Korean prisoners in the South?

No. I never had any association with the prison camps.

Well, about the time you were leaving, was about the time that there was a
prison outbreak. Let me try to explain this right. In Geoje Island, which is off
the southern coast of Kor@a

Yeah.

ét he North Kor ean perAmevicangenesl pasonerual |y t
themselvesand held him hostage. There was a lot of fighting, within the

prison itself, between those who were hardened Communists and wanted to go
back, and those who didndét want to go
werendt hearing anything about that?

I might have heard about that one ti me

Were you ever exposed to any of the propaganda, because, again, towards the
front, thereds a | ot sides thiegalikdtleat s bei ng

No, no. We werenot.
Well , then, |l et 6s talk about coming ho

Well, it was just kind of the reverse of going over. No, not exactly. Of course,
they took us back to replacement camp, aedihin tracks ran right alongside
the replacement camp. Thatds where we

We were in a pretty crude camp there, right in the city. We were there
about five days, and then, one night, they told us that we would berghippi
out that night and to not go to bed. T
they called us out into formation, and we marched down through the streets of
Inchon to the port, where we were to get on a ship. Down at the port, of
course, it was dark.

The procedure was that someone with the roster called out your last
name, and you had to answer with your first name and your serial number.
Then, they told you to walk on down to the beach. We loaded on landing craft
and packed us in there pretty tightf bobody minded. We were carrying our
duffel bags. [They] Took us out to a ship. Got on that.
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We went to Sasebo for a couple of days and processed through there,
turned all of our old clothes in and took a shower and got new clothes. Then, |
guess, we gatn the boat from there. Yeah, | think we got on the boat from
there to come home. It was a bigger boat, and it was a lot better ride coming
home.

Not a liberty ship?
Not a liberty ship, right. [We] got three meals a day and a movie at nigh
What timeframe are we talking about now?

Well, | walked down and got on the LCI, the landing craft, 2:00 in the
morning, on my birthday, April fifth. So, it was after that. That was a good
birthday present.

Nice way to
remember
the date.

Yes.
Did you

in Seattle,
then?

And came to
Seattle
through, the

U, 5. NAVAL SHIP FREDERICK FUNSTON Poersi

same camp, Sergeant Curtin sailed back to the US from Japan via Alaska to Seattle, Washington
and took the  aboard the U.S. Naval Ship Frederick Funston. The ship was his home for 13 days
same train before arriving in Seattle on March 23, 1952.

ride, back
across the northern states to Chicago, to Fort Sheridan.

Do you remember the reunion wittee family?

| rode home with somebody else from
much about the reunion with the family. Our family was a little reserved,

maybe. (laughs) But | was glad to be back home, and they were glad to see me
home.

| rode back, with this family from Stonington. A mom and dad came

up to get a buddy, a guy that | knew, and so, he asked me if | wanted a ride
home with them, and | said, yeah. So, they dropped me off at the farm. | really
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canodot r emember athat, exeeptnt gvas sipedode hoine,ta b o u t
get Mombés cooking.

You wereno6t quite done with your mili it
No, | had about three more months to go.
What did you do for those three months? How did the Army keebysyr?

Well, they didnot keep me very-busy. E
aircraft) battalion on the outskirts of Chicago, in the suburb of Park Ridge.

You have to remember, this was 1952. They were still worrying about
Russia and the atomimomb. So, they had about six sites, | was told, around
Chicago, where they had the aaticraft guns set up. This was out in Park
Ridge, in an open field, with houses all around it. They had sandbags around
the gun positions, around the edge, the machinggsitions. We had some
antraircraft guns, and they had a big communications trailer and, of course,
tents for us to sleep in.

This unit was based in Fort Sheridan, but they went up to camp in

Wi sconsin for two weeks, Thepsentmhey di dn
right out to this wunit that only had f
how you defended Chicago with that, ®dut

What kind of artillery piece was it?

Well, ljustcalleditananta i r cr aft artil | eurcallitt | donot
Do you know the caliber or the nomenclature of it?

|l donodot .

Because, | know, later on, they had Nike Herc missiles in those sites.

Yeah, and they didndét have them when |
That came much later, then?

Yeah. They had to have communications with downtown. | was always a

pretty good readérto read the manuals and everythingo | helped them

set that wup. When we got it Buy,, | didn
whenwe gotitup,aGlsaii,That 6s the first time web

contact downtown. o6 (both | augh)
Maybe they never wanted to contact downtown beforehand.

They had radar there. | remember that.
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DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

Anything else memorable about those last two or threehmantthe Army?

That 6s when | met my future wife.
| was sent out to the ardircraft site, because they had dances every night
there, and they had bands.

My wife was one of a group of telephone emplesye€T &T
employees that came out to entertain the troops one night. | danced with her,
and we |iked each other, so we kep
there for three mont hs. Let 6s see.

| just remember, whad an inspection one day. They had an exercise
one day where they sent me, with another guy, with a message, to a general
an officer, over in another outfit. Then, we found out later, they had girls that
were actually acting as spies. | mean, thede giere friendly with the troops.
Then it got back to the headquarters that the troops had been telling things
they werendt supposed to tell. (bo

Was your future wife one of those
girls?

No,shewasndt . (| aug]

l 6m assuming al s¢
farm girl.

No, she wasnot a gk
in Oak Park, which was a nice
suburb. She worked for the telephone ™
company, the time when they were
just switching over to dial phones in £

Chicago. That was about the time  Civilian at last! November 1952. Pat and | on
period then. Euclid in Oak Park, IL

t up
But

or

th |

So, we went to musicals during the summertime. At that time, they had

summer theatrical productions around in different suburbs of Chicago. They
put up a tent, and maybe sepnofessional actors, that was ith@ummer

income. We both liked to go to those, and we went to those a lot. Servicemen

were always let in free.

September the eighth was when | was supposed to get out of the Army.

| remember the inspection real well that we had. Some of the soldiers were
kind of sloppy there. They hadnét
that had been overseas. But we had an inspection, and this made quite an
impression on the captain. That morning, when | was getting deaeyall

had to be dressed up in uniform anarything | had a carbine rifle, and |

83

been



Lawrence Curtin

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin;

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

DePue:

Curtin:

just happened to remember, back to basic days, when the inspector would ask

you the serial number of your rifle. So,

Interview # VRKA-L-2012009.01

| just memorized it.

When the inspector got to me in ran
me,lguess, because | was a sergeant. He
number?0 | rattled it off to him, and
captain, when he called the troops together after the inspection, he mentioned
that. (both laugh) It made quit@ anpression on him.

That 6s i nteresting.

But | think they were going to get a bad report on their inspection, regardless
of what they did.

By the time you were ready to end your military career, had you decided

t hat éWhat waes wiofuerd sf untaume ?

Pat Biehle. Bi-e-h-I-e.

B-i-e-h-l-e. Pat or Patty?

Pat.

Had you decided that Pat was the girl for you?

Well, | really liked her, and | knew | wanted to go back up and see her again. |
would go back upabout every two

weeks, to see her. We got engaged and

were going to get married. Then, she

started having second thoughts.

Wasnodot sure if she wanted to be t he

wife of a farmer?

Yes, umh mm. And | donot know who

else influenced her, but hparents
probably didnét r
of a farmer.

It is a different lifestyle, | would think.

ai se her to be the

Yeah. So, we broke up. Then, almost a

year later, we got back together again,

and we decided to get married. So, she

made the adjument. She was a good
mother. She was a good housewife.

She was a good cook. It was quite an
adjustment for her, sometimes hardet
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Larry and Pat Curtin on their wedding day, January
15th, 1955. The couple were married in Oak Park,
I'I'l'inoi s, P aRathons dassimyeo useo w I
this photograph should contact the ALPL Audio-
Visual Curator.)
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